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Jts like getting every 
4th Gift Free-- 


coupon below and mail it TODAY! Use the convenient when — are FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
envelope enclosed for all of your gift subscriptions. —the ideal gift for year round remembrance. 


Enjoy the easiest, most economical Christmas shopping 
you've ever done .. . or had done for you. Fill in the 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine, Dept. 1055 | It's the gift to help your friends have the 
| 543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Mo. most gorgeous roses, the prettiest flowers, the 
| The first 1 year subscription (gift or renewal) costs $3.00, each addi- most luxurious garden and the loveliest lawn 


tional 1 year subscription costs $2.00. When you send 5 or more sub- 


scriptions all subs, even the first, cost $2.00. in the neighborhood. 


i ipti 3. i . . 
I am enclosing subscriptions at $3.00 for the first one, and Now we’re playing Santa Claus, and here’s how it works: 


You pay just $3.00 for the first year gift subscription, and 
j (Names and addresses are enclosed, bill me in January. $2.00 for each additional year or subscription after that. You 
| C Payment is enclosed. can give four gifts for only $9.00 ... the regular price of 

i i ate Pe three! This means every fourth gift actually costs you nothing! 

Easy . .. Economical . . . Most Wanted gift for beginners 
snlieeanens ' ne or expert gardeners. 

Shop in the comfort of your home . . . no need to worry 
about size, color, mailing costs, wrapping, duplication, or 
(1) Enter my renewal, es high costs. 

code no. from recent issue Let FLOWER & GARDEN say “Merry Christmas” for you. 
We'll send an attractive gift card announcing the gift as com- 
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$2.00 for each additional sub, TOTAL subs $ 





Address 


City___ . Zone____ State 


Subscriptions sent in now will begin with the January is- 
sue. The first copy will arrive at Christmas time. Your friends 
in the East will receive the Eastern Edition. West of the Alle- 
ghenies, they'll receive the Mid-America Edition. 

This is the only gardening magazine in TWO EDITIONS, 
catering to the growing conditions of specific areas. Plenty of 
color and down-to-earth articles, your friends will thank you 
every month of the year. Make this Christmas a truly memo- 
L ire eeteoreetnte ; 2 = rable one for them with FLOWER & GARDEN. 
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BRAND NEW FLOWER GARDEN KIT 


Here’s a sparkling new gift that will really outshine 
other presents under the tree on Christmas morning! It’s 
the brand new Flower Garden model Sudbury Soi Test 
Kit. Handsome heavy laminated green foil case decorated 
in red and white. Makes 50 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potash and lime (acidity) . Easy-to-follow directions. Com- 
plete in every way. Charts list 125 different flowers, vege- 
tables. Give years of gardening pleasure for only $6.98. 


HORTICULTURAL KIT 


Ideal for those who make 
ardening a real hobby. 
Steel chest with carrying 
handle. Weighs only 93 lbs. 
Makes 150 tests; instruc- 
tions, charts for 225 flowers, 
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A Sudbury Soil Test Kit steals the show Christmas 
morning and arouses so much interest and enthusiasm 
gardeners want to start using it right away—and de- 
pend on it all through the year for years to come! 


The Gift that Makes Gardens Grow! 


So Low in Cost Anyone Can Afford It 

It will be a constant reminder of your thoughtful- 
ness as they enjoy better color and perfection of form 
in all their favorite flowers. Vegetables will be the 
largest and most delicious ever! Shrubs will be more 
luxuriant, the lawn a rich velvety green all summer 
long. Their garden will be the pride and envy of the 
neighborhood. They’!l thank you again and again. 


Easy As Reading a Thermometer! 
Sudbury Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


W ith these simple tests, you learn from the soil 


itse Be which plant foods and how much are 
needed for best results. They keep you from using 
the wrong kinds or too much, which can do more 
arm than ¢ 
Ki Sudbury Soil Tests show whether lime is needed 
its and how much (pH)—how to make the soil right 
for plants even the most difficult to grow. 


No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 
Takes only 10 minutes—even the first tests will be 


accurate, reliable. It’s first aid for the amateur 
—the expert’s constant guide to prize-win- 


he vegetables, fruits, lawn. A ning blooms. A fascinating hobby, richin ar- 
favorite with better garden- den rewards. They’Il learn more about their 
he ers. Users say it’s their best soil than from a lifetime of gardening, and 
garden aid. Only $15.95. have good luck with everything they grow! 
wn ; 
SUPER deLUXE KIT SEND NO MONEY 
For those who wish the Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kits today 
best! Lifetime, streamline C.O.D. plus postage, or send check and we 
ks: aon pee. More ane —. will pay postage. Money-Back Guarantee. 
ions, larger equipment. Fu 2 
nd directions. Weighs only 12} We'll Gift-Wrap 
ou lbs. Only $29.95. and Mail FREE! 
of If you wish, send us check with list of 
| names and addresses to whom you wish to 
ng! Over send Sudbury Soil Test Kits. We'll gift-wrap 
ers = mail to them postpaid, with Christmas cards 
aring your name. 
300,000 re Seecesseeescssesssssssnseeg 
rry Now ) Sudbury Laboratory, Box 26M, Sudbury, Mass. 5 
. Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits 4 
@ in Use marked below : 1 
mone Flower Garden Kits @ $6.98 each . 
OU. ; eS Horticultural Kits @ $15.95 each : 
m- ° eee eM eee ( x 
' Order Today—Avoid Holiday Rush = en ee 
You'll i Kits 1 d be so delighted you'll ., nice ‘dandiamiae 
| is- have time to order more for other friends. All orders © Send order postpaid. ae 2 
d mailed same day received. Even on late orders, we 5 a 
nas guarantee before-Christmas delivery. 1 PERT ETETETITILILILIL ELL eee a 
le- IN, ss ni radunscidabe algeie ghee tae ote anaes . 
Sudbury Laboratory, y vom , 5 2 
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MUS Ny 


SEEDSMAN 
Rockford, Illinois 


LARGE CUSHION 


BLOOM 
THIS YEAR! 


4 for $190 


ONE EACH—RED, YELLOW, BRONZE, WHITE 
2.00 for 9, one extra Red 


oy Sie eS 


oe & 


Separately labelled. Have hundreds of gorgeous blooms 
Bloom the first year. $1.00 for 4, $2.00 for 9, one extra 
red, postpaid. NO C.0.D. PLEASE. Order “Offer No. 10” 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
* f IMPORTED 
G Qn’ varwin 
Bulbs are of the long, ® 
stately stemmed vari- 
$325 ety. They will bloom 
of colors: Red, Yellow, 
Lavender, Purple, Pink, White, Mixed. 
pecify color desired) 25 for $1.75; 
O. PLEASE. Order “Offer 
No. 19” 
SCOCHHHOHSSHOSEOSOSOOEOEOOS 
Each $1.00 2 for $185 
DWARF EVER-BEARING 
HOUSE PLANT 
fruit. Lovely, fragrant, waxy white 
flowers, followed by large juicy lemons. 
Supply limited. Satisfaction guaran- 
NO C.0.D. PLEASE. Order “Offer 
No. 12”, 
SCOOSSSHSOSHOSSHSHSSSHOHSSHSHSSSHHSOSHOHOOEEED 
Beautiful fragrant blooms followed by large, tasty, edible 
fruit. Get this outstanding novelty today. Each $1.00, 
2 for $1.85 postpaid. NO C.0.D. PLEASE. Order “Offer 
FRUIT PLANT SPECIAL! OFFER NO, 18 
1 LEMON PLANT 
1 ORANGE PLANT f° 9975 $2.00 Vatue 


year after year on hardy plants 2 ft. high, 3 ft. across. 
SCOOHOHOHHOHOHOOHOHOH HEHEHE OOOOOOEEEE 
These large sized Dutch 
50 for 
the first season. Choice 
«(Ss 
50 for $3.25; 100 for $6.00 Postpaid. 
NO Cc. 0. 
Z LEM on PLANTS 
Unique pot plant, grows real edible 
teed. Each $1.00, 2 for $1.85 postpaid. 
No. 13”. 
November, 1958 


OUTSTANDING 
FALL SPECIALS 


at Bargain Prices! 


CAMELLIA FLOWERED 
TUBEROUS ROOTED 


10 fr $190 


Double blooms. Mixed colors. Top (4 
size imported bulbs. é 
Beautiful indoor-outdoor Flowered (a 
Plants. Easily grown in pots or 
beds. Supply limited. Order “Offer 
No. 14” today. Only $1.00 for 10. 
Sent postpaid. NO C.0.D. PLEASE. 


HANGING BASKET BEGONIAS 


Mixed pastel colors. Grow as house plants 
indoors in the winter, or in window boxes, 
beds and rock gardens in summer. Top 
size bulbs. Supply limited—Order “Offer 
No. 15” today. Only $1.00 for 3, post- 
paid. NO C.0.D. PLEASE. 


GLOXINIAS 


BEAUTIFUL POT PLANTS 
IMPORTED BULBS 

Gorgeous, easy to grow house 
plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last 
for months. Exquisite mixed 
colors. Send only $1.00 for 5 
big bulbs postpaid. NO 
C€.0.D. PLEASE. Order 
“Offer No. 16” now. 


African Viole 


Newest Introduction 

-- Double Neptune 
—2'/2" deep blue 
flowers. Limited 3 
supply. Postpaid, only 
$1.00. NO C.0.D, 
PLEASE. Don’t 

delay. Order 

“Offer No. 17” 


A new, different type. Numerous combined colors. 
Large packet included free with 3 or more offers. 


THESE OFFERS CANNOT BE BROKEN OR SUBSTITUTED [J 


Uo Ue hie Oo 
Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer Offer 
Wo.10 No.12 No.13 No.14 No.15 No.16 No.17 No.18 No.19 
(0 Also check if you desire Free Catalog. 
R. H. Shumway, Seedsman 
Dept. 205, Rockford, IIlinois 
Gentlemen: Please send Offers checked: 


Enclosed find $—_____—.. NO C.0O.D. PLEASE. 
NAME___ 


ee 


Girt... 


Add 15c for packing and handling on one offer. 
Add 25c for two or more offers. 





Special, to 
Get doquainted 


o>» FLORADALE FANCY GERANIUMS 


It’s fascinating and easy to grow your 
own Geranium plants from seed! More 
popular than ever—wonderful for house 
plants, window boxes, urns, and gardens. 
Enormous flowerheads— crimson, scar- 
let, salmon, rose, pink and white, mixed. 
Why pay a big price for plants when you 
can raise your own for just 10c! 

SPECIAL—5S0c-Pkt. postpaid for 1 0c. Start seeds 
now (we tell you how to grow). Send Dime TODAY! 


BURPEE SEED CATALOG FREE — Pictures and describes 
all best flowers and vegetables, including Burpee Hybrids. 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 328 Burpee Building, 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


FLOWER 
Arrangement 


FOR PLEASURE-— please your friends and family 
with professional corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
church and club will welcome your assistance in 
arranging umpressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bons Many earn good money while learning 

FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Study and eam your diploma at home. 
Write Today for FREE Book, ““Opportunities in Floristry” 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio 0-118, 11826 San Vicente Bivd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 


Both OUTDOORS 
and INDOORS 
Use LCFIDROAll Year 


Now is the time you start thinking 
about next year’s garden. Changes you 
will make. Trees and shrubs you'll 
transplant. Beds, borders and lawns 
you'll rebuild. New flowers and vege- 
tables you'll try. 

Whatever your plans, RAsPID-GRO 
should be part of them because it 
gives a miracle touch to everything 
you grow. (1 lb. feeds 1000 sq. ft.) 

Especially fine Gr" 
for African Violets a 
and other house —| 
plants! They will My. 
respond with glor- 
ious bloom and lux- 
uriant foliage. 


The Original 


Liquid Plant Food — and 
Pioneer in Foliage Feeding 


RATPID 


Dansville, N.Y. 


Get RA*PID*GRO ot your nearest Garden Dept., 
Garden Center or Nurseryman NOW 





Planting Time for 
Tulips and Roses 


Do You HAVE 

your tulip bulbs? 

They should be 

“in the house” 

or at least on the 

way. The longer 

you delay send- 

ing in your or- Mid-Atlantic states 
der, or visiting by 

your local gar- Joseph K. Fischer 
den shop, the Pennsylvania 
skimpier will be the selection of va- 
rieties available. An even more impor- 
tant reason for prompt ordering is 
that tulip planting time is here—right 
now. Of course the bulbs can be 
planted all through November. Gar- 
deners in the southern section of the 
Mid-Atlantic area should even be able 
to plant them comfortably in Decem- 
ber. However, for Northerners a post- 
ponement of the job until the Christ- 
mas season is likely to mean planting 
in a parka. 

Horticulturally, the reason for plant- 
ing them no later than late October 
or early November is that the bulbs 
should have time in the still-warm soil 
to start root development. The colder 
the soil the more sluggish the root 
growth, and a heavy mass of roots is 
essential to strong stems and flowers 
next spring. Also in this connection, 
make sure the soil in the bottom of 
the planting hole is moist. If you in- 
corporate fertilizer, be sure to sepa- 
rate it from the bulbs with a half- 
inch layer of plain soil. 

The selection of Dutch tulip va- 
rieties is a problem, at least for begin- 
ners, chiefly because there are so many 
hundreds of good ones available, in 
all the different classes. That brings 


FLOWER & GARDEN 


magazine 


up a point about local buying vs. mail 
order buying: The average catalog 
firm lists two to four times more tulip 
varieties than you'll find on the coun- 
ters of the average local hardware 
store or garden shop. But whichever 
way you buy them, Dutch tulip bulbs 
are about as safe a garden investment 
as you'll ever make. The Netherlands 
government strictly regulates the size 
and, to some extent, even the price 
of exported bulbs. So all you have to 
do is plan your plantings and then 
select the varieties that will give you 
the color schemes you want. If you 
can manage it (considering space as 
well as money), get some varieties in 
all of the various tulip classifications 
(species, Darwin, cottage, lily-flow- 
ered, etc.). This will assure you of a 
long and interesting parade of bloom. 
Complete bulb planting instructions 
are always available in catalogs or in 
free leaflets at local stores. 


Rose Planting 


Now is also the time for Mid-At- 
lantic gardeners to plant new rose 
bushes (or move established ones). A 
prime requirement is loose (friable), 
well-drained soil. Some authorities say 
fertilizer should be mixed into the soil 
for dormant (bare-root) roses; others 
oppose it. I’m in the latter camp, but 
I suggest that you follow the advice 
given with the planting instructions 
which accompany each bush. Reliable 
dealers guarantee their plants, but 
only if instructions are followed. 

There is considerable divergence of 
expert opinion on the question of pil- 
ing up a mound of soil around each 
rose bush for winter protection. I have 
never done it and I’ve never lost a 
plant (and winters in my eastern 
Pennsylvania area regularly drop be- 


(Please turn to page 6) 
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For the INDOOR-GARDENING Thrill of a Lifetime! 
DWARF ORANGE « LEMON PLANTS 


BLOOM & 
BEAR IN 
YOUR HOME 


SPECIAL OFFER | 98 


1 of each for 


tina both for only 33 50 


DWARF LEMON 


Now from Florida come the two most unusual and amazing house BEAUTIFUL ALL YEAR AROUND. Both the Dwarf Lemon 
plants you’ve ever seen. So different that your friends will blink and the Dwarf Orange are evergreen—never lose their beautiful 
their eyes. The Dwarf Lemon has gorgeous glossy green foliage foliage. The Dwarf Orange gives you a real “flower show” of 
—followed by magnificent fragrant white flowers that burst open fragrant Orange Blossoms that add eye-filling beauty to any 
in dazzling loveliness. And then right in your living room these room. In addition, you enjoy a fine crop of decorative oranges 
sensational plants produce a delicious crop of good-sized lemons. that bring a glow of color to your window sill. Not prized as 
Lemons with marvelous tang and flavor. eating oranges but for their rare beauty. Our plants are top- 


; quality, ready to beautify your home now and for years to come. 
AMAZINGLY EASY TO GROW. Yes actually these tropical wonders Complete instructions included. 
are easier to grow than many other house plants. Just give them 
plenty of sunshine and water for best results. 


SPECIAL OFFER. We have a limited supply of JUMBO 


. m 7 SIZE PLANTS available at $3.50 each or 2 for $6.00. 
Indoor-Blooming Plants to Fill Your Home With 


aes aN] Flowers and Fragrance 


TRAI LI N G ivy G f RAN | UJ M E Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed 100°, 


4 If on delivery of any Family Gardens plant you are not 
Wonderfully easy to grow. completely satisfied, you may return it for a prompt 
Blooms for weeks and weeks 1 4 SJ refund of your full purchase price. 

EA. 


with lots of bright red flowers. 
Attractive trailing ivy-like 
foliage. Transplant outdoors 


next summer for a splash of 
color in your yard. Use in 3 for $3.98 


hanging basket, pot or wall planter. FOR NEW LOVELIER LIVING DECORATIONS IN YOUR HOME 


MINIATURE ROSE PLANTS| F~RUSH THIS COUPON TODAY=~ 


ane St Gp. mente map ssa $ 98 FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 
EA 


Dept. 830-8922, Skokie, Illinois 


Please send me plants ordered below on your Guarantee of Satis- 
faction stated above. Postage paid on prepaid orders. C.0.D. welcome. 


(J 1 Dwarf Lemon for $1.98 (1 1 Dwarf Orange for $1.98 
(0 1 Jumbo Size for $3.50 1 1 Jumbo Size for $3.50 
0 1 of each for $3.50 
(1 1 of each Jumbo Size for $6.00 
(0 1 Trailing Ivy Geranium $1.49 0 3 for $3.98 
© 1 Indoor-Blooming Gardenia $1.49 ( 2 for $2.69 
(1 1 Miniature Rose $1.98 0 2 for $3.50 


only 12 inches high. BLOOMS ARE 
NO BIGGER THAN A THIMBLE. 
Will stay in bloom for months at 


a time. 2 for $3.50 


hams cial 


ot 
i 
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Flower of Romance 


INDOOR-BLOOMING | 


IS Ses GARDENIAS 


Prized for their glossy green foli- 
age, wonderful sweet fragrance 
and their creamy white blooms. 
EA. 


Fis 


at 
afsis 


® 
had. 


Follow our few simple instruc- 

tions and you'll find them amaz- 

ingly easy to grow. Their trailing 

habit makes them specially 2 for $2.69 
lovely and interesting. 


Print Name__ 





Address_ 





I einen icicle 
Family Gardens Nursery Sales Co., Dept. 830-8922, Skokie, Illinois 2. ws mn mm mm me me me oe ee ee 


November, 1958 





BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 


publication, higher royalty, national distribution, and 
beautifully designed books. All subjects welcomed. 
Write. or send your MS directly. 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS. INC. 
Atten. MR. THOMAS 4u9 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 


Burkleigh Compost Activator is natural: contains 
no chemicals. Makes sweet. earthy compost from 
leaves, grass clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, 
sawdust, manures, ete. A little does much. Keeps 
full strength until used. 

Send only $1 for enough to activate up to two 
tone of waste material, plus complete instructions in 
16-page composting booklet including “SECRETS OFf 


SAWDUST". 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 
BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 563, Towson, Md. 





. 
Learn Landscape Design at Home 
5 3% S * Easy to follow method 
J * Garden design, horticulture, 
drafting, mapping. field work 
¢ 45 ilustrated lessons 
* FREE business cards, monthly 
letter, consultation service 


ie) 


as © Graduates in demand 
, - © 7’ « 42nd year 
Accred. by Nat‘l Home Study Council (Charter Member) 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 9118 4040 42nd Street Des Moines 10, lowa 


BLUE SPRUCE 


COLORADO: excellent 5 year 
transplants, 8 to 12 in. tall 5 95 
a 





Blue-green to marvelous blue 
color. Compact and sturdy. 


Postpaid at planting time. Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 


Wonderful family Gift! 





Aluminum Greenhouse 
for Christmas 


What gift could be more practical .. . bring 
more enjoyment to the family than an 
EVERLITE ‘‘Garden Under Glass’’. 


Let us help you plan a special Christmas 
this year. Act now and you can have your 
EVERLITE Aluminum Greenhouse installed 
by Christmas .. . or we can arrange a 
special EVERLITE Christmas gift card for 
Christmas morning . . . with installation of 
your greenhouse later. 


There are many EVERLITE models to choose 
from. 


Write for free literature G118 


ond price list. 
laminum . Jue. 
Cleveland 11, Ohio 


14615 Lorain Ave. 
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Middle-Atlantic 
(Continued from page 4) 
low zero). But go ahead and do it 
if it gives you a sense of extra secur- 
ity; it can’t hurt anything. 

A third big item at this time of year 
is clean up, also known as “putting 
the garden to bed for the winter.” 
Pull up spent annual flowers and vege- 
tables; if healthy, add them to the 
compost heap—if you have one. Cut 
off peony stems at ground level; burn 
them and the foliage too. Burn or dis- 
pose of any other doubtfully healthy 
plant refuse. Stems of bloomed-out 
perennials can be cut back, but leave 
a bit of stubble to mark the site and 
thus prevent cultivation damage. This 
is especially important with late spring 
sprouting kinds. Clean and put away 
the garden furniture; however, most 
tools and equipment may still be 
needed. Make sure all tender summer 
bulbs are in storage before the first 
deep freeze arrives. 


Garden Notes 


The time is past for safe evergreen 
transplanting in all but the southerly 
parts of our Mid-Atlantic area—al- 
though the anti-transpirant foliage 
sprays are making that advice old hat. 
Deciduous trees and shrubs are moved 
now, and there may still be a margin 
of safety for hardy perennials. Be sure 
to attend regularly to the water needs 
of all newly moved plants. 

After frost has killed crab grass, 
rake out the plants and reseed the 
spots with a good permanent grass; 
remember to use a type that you al- 
ready have in your lawn. All the ex- 
perts agree that a fall lawn feeding is 
absolutely indispensable; it assures 
winter vigor and-an early spring 
growth boost. 

Northerly gardeners who have val- 
ued perennials of doubtful hardiness 
would be safer to winter them in a 
cold frame or similar protected place. 
It’s too soon to apply mulches. In fact, 
the entire question of winter mulching 
has lately become controversial. A dis- 
cussion of the issue will come along 
in the December column. 

Plant lily bulbs; if they’re going to 
arrive late, prepare the soil now. Keep 
abreast of the leaf-fall on the lawn. 
Rake up and burn rose foliage. Be- 
fore the ground hardens, bring in a 
quantity of soil for winter house plant 
use. Pot up a few amaryllis bulbs; 
there’s nothing better for a stunning 
indoor bloom display. 


Choosing Roses for 
Fall, Spring Planting 


Tus 1s the 
season of hard 
choices. Whether 
you plant in 
spring or fall, it’s 
time to order 
new roses. Was 
there ever a gar- Southeastern states 
dener who was by 
satisfied with the Dr. Fred J. Nisbet 
number of roses North Cerolina 
he could fit into his budget and space 
limitations? Each season I find that 
either lack of space or money cuts out 
some kinds I would like to try for 
“next year.” 

If you are up against such a situa- 
tion, maybe a few hints from this 
direction might help. First of all, I 
try to keep things in some kind of 
balance by getting some of the new 
and some older varieties each year. 
Not all of the good ones come on the 
market with a big publicity blowout. 
If you don’t watch it, a really good 
“sleeper” will get by and you will be 
the loser. 

A case in point is ‘Carrousel.’ Con- 
nie Elmer of San Gabriel, California, 
introduced this variety some years ago 
without any particular drum beating, 
at least on the national level. But 
when reports to “The Proof of the 
Pudding” of the American Rose So- 
ciety came in, the lid just about blew 
off! As editor (at that time) of the 
Society and statistical flunky for the 
“Pudding” I wondered at the extra- 
ordinary rating of 9.2 (out of a pos- 
sible 10.0). At the end of five years 
of rating, a brilliant record of 9.0 was 
established. This rose is worth it. Vel- 
vety, rich red, semi-double blooms ap- 
pear all season long on vigorous, up- 
right plants. The foliage is deep green 
and abundant. 

Twenty years from now we will still 
be growing ‘Carrousel’ in quantity. 
Check on my prediction and see if it 
is not correct. 


Rose Review 


Other fairly recent introductions 
which have proved outstanding would 
include various classes. ‘Queen Eliza- 
beth,’ a grandiflora, is here to stay. A 
strong growing, attractive and free- 
flowering pink, this variety is tall 
enough for the back of the bed or 
border. 
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‘Golden Wings’ should be handled 
as a shrub, not as a usual “rose.” After 
all, roses are hardy shrubs, so why 
not? Don’t prune beyond a slight 
shaping and then build a big plant 
which will produce graceful, single 
yellow blooms all season long. 

Don’t forget ‘Spartan,’ either, for 
this is a grand new coral-pink flori- 
bunda which really pays its way. If 
you like multi-colored effects, by all 
means have ‘Masquerade.’ It is a vig- 
orous, adaptable, free-flowering sort 
which is grand for massing. 

What about the new varieties? My 
vote for the best of the newcomers, 
based on their showing at our test 
garden here at Biltmore Estate, is the 
deepest velvety red climber, ‘Don 
Juan.’ It looks, at last, as if we have 
a really everblooming climber! Two 
plants set in April produced blooms 
constantly from late May until frost. 
The shape is good, very full, and the 
substance excellent. You will like this. 

‘Angel Wings’ (hybrid tea) will de- 
light the exhibitor, for its form is spec- 
tacular. I wish that it bloomed more 
freely. ‘Kordes Perfecta’ (hybrid tea) 
is big, colorful and has both fine form 
and substance. ‘Heat Wave.’ too, has 
beautiful form, but the flowers are 
smaller and more numerous as befits a 
floribunda. The color is a good non- 
fading red. ‘Ivory Fashion’ looks good 
as a creamy white floribunda: we 
surely need more of these. And finally, 
‘Arlene Francis’ gives a tremendous 


amount of bloom, but the foliage suf- 
fers from black spot. 


Time to Move 


Most plants move well at this time 
of year. This is especially true of ever- 
greens, whether they are conifers or 
the broad-leaved kinds. Although the 
early camellias are in bloom by now, 
they will move with no difficulty. 
Rhododendrons and hollies may also 
be moved. 

There are some plants which should 
be moved only in the spring. Among 
the more common would be dogwood, 
magnolia, firethorn, birch, sweetgum 
(liquidambar), yellow poplar (tulip 


redbud and both white and 


scarlet oaks. 


wee). 


When digging the hole, by all means 
make it large enough. I like to dig a 
quart of superphosphate into the bot- 
tom and then add a bit of prepared 
soil. After planting, tamp firmly and 
water well. If the plant is large, it may 
be wise to stake it until it has become 
established. 

In addition to woody plants, most 
perennials may still be divided and re- 
set at this time. All bulbs not already 
planted should go in now. 


November Tips 


Continue sanitation clean up. 

3ring in soil, sand, peat moss and 
compost for use in potting during the 
winter. 

Feed the birds. 


“What this garden needs is less books and more back!” 
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Perma-Net 


GIFTS FOR INDOOR GARDENERS! 


Perma-Nest Plant Trays 


See How They Nest 


Don’t start your seeds and slips in junk or soggy wood 
flats. PermaNests never harbour bacteria because they 
have tal-hard surfaces that are instantly washable to 
their « inal soft lustre. Cost less than wood flats because 
they ls for years. Bonus advantages are—perfect nesting 
and light weight for multiple carrying and minimum 
storage space. Tested and purchased by over 100 Gov't 
and University Botanicals. Over Yq million in use, 
Four Sizes—-Grey or Light Green 
22 x 11 x 2%" 8 x 12 x 234" 
2 for $3.50 4 for $6.95 3 for $1.75 « 6 for $2.95 
.95 12 for $5.50 
4x 8 x 22" 
3 for $1.45 « 6 for $2.50 6 for $1.45 « 12 for $2.50 
12 for $4.50 24 for $4.75 
Combination offer one of each 4 sizes—$2.95 


CRYSTAL-LITE INDOOR GREENHOUSE 


2 Ft. Long, 2 Ft. High, 18 Inches Wide 


Ideal humidity and automatic ‘‘sunshine’’. Brings the 
most sensitive seedlings and plants to full bloom even 
without daylight. Orchids, Begonias, Gloxinias, African 
Violets. Beautiful center of attraction in any room. Re- 
warding indoor hobby. Excellent for apartment dwellers. 
Crystal-clear, folding Bakelite vinyl top on polished alu- 
minum frame. Fibre glass wicks provide perfect root 
watering from 2 pint reservoir. Greenhouse complete as 
pictured — $12.95. Fluorescent light (fits inside green- 
house) — $8.95. Automatic Timer for light — $8.95. See 


Timer and Light below. Perfect Christmas gift. 


MOISTRITE FLUORESCENT KIT 


2 Ft. Long x 1 Ft. Wide 


Keeps those rooted and potted plants perfectly ‘‘sunned’’ 
and watered. Makes seedlings and slips thrive. Baked 
enamel gunmetal grey fluorescent light stand on polished 
aluminum legs — $9.95. Supplies sunshine to beautiful 
Hi-impact polystyrene tray set in brass stand. Moistened 
by rot-proof fibre glass wicks and 2 pint reservoir—84.25. 
Both—$13.95. 40 Watt Light Stand—$12.95. Both—$16.95. 


PERMA-NEST GRACEFUL LONG PLANTER 


19” x 6” x 314” 
Red, Grey, Yellow, Light Green 


Graceful design and top qualitv. One quarter the cost 
of corroding copper or brass planters. 4 color selection. 
For mantel. window-sill, piano top, table center-piece, 
office or church. Ideal for rooted planting or holds 5 
four inch potted plants with natural root watering. $1.50 
each. 3 for $4.00. Inexpensive but nice gift. 


Wide and Deep Pan 
Rugged and versatile. For seedlings, bulbs, rooted or 
potted plants. ° each. 13”x15"x4" deep — grey or 
light green. 3 for $5.75. - 
PLEASE add 10% postage except timer. Order now 
for Christmas. Full refund guarantee. 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 
Dept. 22 11P ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
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SPECIAL! 
The 8 best colors, 

Pink, Yellow and Red— 
a 25c-Packet of each : 
postpaid, for you to see the high qual- 
ity of Burpee Seeds. Huge exquisite 
blooms, closely set on long strong 
spikes that grow 2 to 3 ft. tall. 

Rust-Resistant! The sturdy, vigorous 
plants are base-branching, each with 
8 to 18 spikes. All 3 Pkts. (value 75c) 
‘or just 10e—Send Dime Today! 


Burpee’s New Seed Catalog 
All best Flowers and Vegetables, 


many new this year. Guaranteed 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 


256 Burpee Building— at nearest city: 


Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


Perfect For Christmas oy 
A year’s membership for you or a rose- 
loving friend or relative. Join before 
Christmas (or make it a year-long pres- 
@ern and get a 7 of the 1958 Ameri- 
can Rose Annual for only $2.50 (regular 
price $4.50). 
1 year $5.50 (with 1958 Annual $8.00). 
& years $16.00 (with 1958 Annual $18.50). @ 


American Rose Society 
@ Perr. ai Columbus, Ohic @ 
FOR YOUR 


INDOOR PLANTS 
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Dust- 
Resistance 
for Life 


DRIED FLOWERS 
with a 
FRESH LOOK 
By Eleanor Reed Bolton 


This is not just another book on drying seed 
pods and hanging plant materials in the attic! 
Eleanor Reed Bolton’s specialty is dried flowers 
with a fresh look and contained in these pages 
is all the unique know-how that has made her 
arrangements famous . . . techniques for drying 
cultivated flowers (roses, daffodils, lilac, dog- 
wood) to look so fresh they are hard to dis- 
tinguish from newly cut blooms! 


24 handsome arrangements photographed in 
gorgeous full color — 25 helpful how-to-do-it 
photos—step-by-step instructions explaining every 
detail of drying, preserving, and arranging. So 
simple and complete that even the most untried 
beginner can be sure of success from the start. 
192 pages, $6.95. 


VAN NOSTRAND 


Dept. FMA 
120 Alexander St. Princeton, N. J. 





Don’t do any major pruning yet. 
Just cut back any long growth which 
tends to whip in winter winds. 

Water evergreens if the soil is at all 
dry. 

Save your oak and beech leaves for 
mulching camellias, rhododendrons, 
azaleas and pieris. Pine needles are 
good too. 

As mums finish blooming, cut back 
and give any necessary winter protec- 
tion. 

Dig and store tender bulbs such as 
tuberous-rooted begonias, dahlias, 
tuberoses and gladiolus. 

Read a good garden book. 


Making the Garden 
Ready for Winter 


NOVEMBER is 
clean up month 
in the garden 
and a time to 
complete many 
odds and ends 
outdoors before ¢.. a. 
snow flies. De- New England states 
bris should be by 
removed from Thomas Soderstrom 
the garden and "2! University 
relegated to the compost heap or 
burned. Dead leaves and plant parts 
are a haven for overwintering eggs of 
many insects. Their removal is not 
only a protective measure, but an 
easier task now than in the spring 
when growth resumes and makes this 
difficult. When the leaves have fallen 
from trees, dead branches should be 
removed. Pruning of most of the trees 
can be done at this time except those 
that bleed while dormant, such as the 
maples and birches. Even rose canes, 
which are normally pruned in the 
spring, may be cut back somewhat if 
they are likely to be blown about dur- 
ing the winter. 

During a nice day this month spend 
some time in repairing and painting 
the trellis, garden fence, or any other 
garden items that are in need of it. 
Garden tools should also be properly 
cared for before being stored away. 
A good cleaning and brushing off of 
any rust is wise. Application of a 
light grease will protect from further 
rusting. 
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Tree Bark 

The bark of young trees is suscepti- 
ble to gnawing injury by rodents dur- 
ing the winter months and should 
therefore be protected with a wire 
mesh at the base. The mesh should be 
inserted in the ground a couple of 
inches and should extend up 
trunk about two feet. 

This is an ideal time to put out a 
feeding station or two for the birds. 
Your back yard will be their favorite 
place if you provide them with a seed 
mixture in addition to bread crumbs 
when cold weather makes food scarce. 

November is not too late for plant- 
ing some seeds if weather permits in 
your area. This holds for plants which 
normally reseed themselves in the fall, 
as the larkspur. The seeds will germi- 
nate early in the spring and give the 
earliest possible blooms. Since _lark- 
spurs don’t transplant easily, enough 
seeds should be planted now and they 
can be thinned out in the spring. 
Coreopsis, snapdragons, cornflowers, 
bachelor’s-buttons, sweet alyssum, can- 
dytuft and Shirley poppies can also 
be planted now. 

Sweet peas and pansies respond 
most favorably to fall planting. Sweet 
peas can be planted where they are 
to grow next year, or better yet, plant 
them in small pots to be grown in the 
cold frame. Those grown in a cold 
frame can use a light mulch of peat 
moss. Pansies are best grown from 
young plants set out now. They pre- 
fer a deep planting in a sandy loam 
and like a spot where their roots are 
kept cool. They do best in a light lo- 
cation and one that is neither exposed 
too much to the hot summer sun, nor 
overshadowed too heavily by trees. 

Before the soil becomes too frozen 
you'll want to take in a supply for 
indoor use later on. Also have some 
peat moss and sand on hand indoors 
to mix with garden soil for a good 
potting medium. 


the 


Christmas Flowers 


Some bulbs may be planted indoors 
this month for Christmas blooming. 
Paper-white narcissus and hyacinths 
must be started six weeks in advance 
of flowering. These can be grown in 
gravel. Place them in a dark, cool spot 
until they are two or three inches tall, 
then bring them into the light. 

For a spectacular indoor show try 
the Dutch amaryllis. Although this 
type is the most expensive, it is well 
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Fall Idea 

To store carrots and beets for the 
winter in your basement or cellar, 
alternate layers of leaves with the 
vegetables in a box, small keg or jar. 
They stay crisp until spring. Dampen- 
ing the leaves occasionally helps keep 
them crisp.—Mrs. Albert Henn 


Ee 
worth it. Many amaryllis fanciers 
recommend a preparation of 3% leaf 
mold and '4 old cow manure, with 
the bulbs planted half-in, half-out of 
the soil. Place the pot in a cool loca- 
tion with light. They should not be 
overwatered. When the buds begin 
showing, bring the pots into full light. 
Freesias also make attractive indoor 
plants, but require three months to 
flower. Plant bulbs now for a mid- 
winter display in a rich, porous soil. 
They do best in a cool, sunny location. 

Summer annuals which were 
brought indoors last month enjoy a 
sunny window and light feeding from 


The 
Finest New Shrub in 50 Years 


A modern and very fragrant version of the ever-popular 

Snowball. Winner of highest honors at famous Royal 

Horticultural Show in London. Large, 6” clusters of fra- 

grant white flowers bloom lavishly on graceful 6 ft. plants. In Autumn, 
this handsome shrub is covered with brilliantly colored foliage. Grows VIBURNUM 
anywhere and is hardy at below zero temperature. Order now —shipment 

will be made at planting time. CARLCEPHALUM 


15-18” plants .. . each $4.00; 3 for $11.00 © 18-24” plants... each $5.00; 3 for $14.00 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


Never before has Wayside Gardens been able to present so many splendid, top-notch, new varie- 


New 
Fragrant 
Snowball 


ties. Almost 160 pages of gorgeous, true-color illustrations and listings of the world’s newest and 
best flowering shrubs, prize roses, rare bulbs and hardy “‘Pedigreed” plants. No other catalog in 
America offers the wealth of test proven, meritorious new things or such “down- 

to-earth’”’ garden information. To be sure you get your copy of this outstanding 

book, enclose $1.00 with your request for postage and handling costs. 


time to time. House plants, on the 
other hand, which were grown out- 
doors during the summer, need some 
time to readjust to indoor conditions. 
They should be kept in a cool place 
for a couple of months and not over- 
watered. 

Make certain that the garden is 
mulched properly. Many gardeners 
feel that a winter protection is to 
keep the plants warm. Conversely, it is 
to keep them uniformly cold through- 
out the winter, to protect them from 
the intermittent thawings which oc- 
cur on warm winter days. 

A wide variety of plants produce 
bizarre fruits and seeds which can be 
collected for use in winter bouquets. 
Branches of bittersweet are probably 
the most commonly used and a trip to 
the woods may result in your finding 
some vines with fruiting branches. The 
seed pods of wisteria, castor bean, 
sweet gum, hollyhock, yucca and ca- 
talpa are also excellent material for 
winter arrangements. # 


219 MENTOR AVE. 


VEN Rate Ic 


MENTOR, OHIO 


Gardens 


PLANT LILIES NOW 


There’s still time to plant lilies for next summer 
flowering. See our advertisements in August 
Popular Gardening, page 33—September Flower 
Grower, page 59—and September Flower & Gar- 
den, page Bs. Don’t overlook our NEW GARDEN 
PLAN BOOK starring fine lilies. 


RUSH YOUR ORDER AIRMAIL 


Ktomaine E Mire - Lites 


BOX G ©® CANBY, OREGON 





Lily Specialists Since 1927 


YOUR VALUABLE TULIPS DESERVE PROTECTION 


When you plant TULIPS or other BULBS, 
GLADIOLUS or other CORMS — “Pennies” can 
insure your investment against — 


e FUNGUS DISEASES e INSECTS e RODENTS 


NOTT’S 3 WAY BULB SAVER 
FUNGICIDE « INSECTICIDE * REPELLENT 


Simple and easy to use—just dust bulbs or corms at time of 
planting with NOTT’S 3 WAY BULB SAVER. 79c protects 75-100 
bulbs or corms, 2.49 size, 300-400. Other sizes 4.50 and 19.50 


AT YOUR FRIENDLY GARDEN SUPPLY STORE 
NOTT MFG. CO., INC. PO’KEEPSIE, N.Y. "RS? UrH 


file Ardara a A Md dN 


STARVING MOLES 


There will be no reason for moles 
if the soil insects in your lawn are 
killed. Moles live on soil insects and 
will not waste time where there are 
none. DDT, toxaphene, chlordane, 
aldrin, dieldrin and heptachlor will 
all kill soil infesting insects. A five 
per cent chlordane dust is available 
in most farm supply and hardware 
stores. Use it at the rate of five 
pounds to 1000 square feet. 

—H. Gleason Mattoon 
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Special Introductory Offer! 


zero PILLAR ROSES 


Famous Brownell Pillars... magnificent climbers, 
bloom like hybrid teas! Blooms 4” to 5” across! 
Against the house or along fences. Now save on 
these stunning plants for yourself or gifts (certif- 
jeates available). But hurry: prices advance Dec. 31! 


Regular price . . . 3 plants $10 


SPECIAL OFFER: $g 
3 plants, choose color, only 


Postpaid, no C.0.D.'s please. 
Write for Color Catalog No. 4 


WALTER D. 


BROWNELL 


East Providence 14, R. I. 









Changing Address? 


Then be sure to drop us a postcard listing your 
new address (include the zone number, please) 
and paste a label from your current copy of 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine to show your 
present address. Give us 6 to 8 weeks advance 
notice. 

Send to: 


Circulation Department 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
543 Westport Road 


Kansas City 11, Missouri 







6 RHODODENDRON 
ond @ AZALEAS Wize 


Strong 2-yr. transplants 4 to 8” tall. Wikeabeend 
Mass of roots, large leaves. Rhododen- A 2 
dron, from red flowering stock. Azalea, 5° 

hardy, mixed colors. 
Postpaid at planting time. Send for Free Catalog. 


MUSSER Forests, PRP indiana. Pa 


KILL 
CRAB GRASS 


IMPROVES YOUR LAWN 
THREE WAYS 


Controls crab grass by its 
continuing and selective 
seed killing action... 
Kills most soil pests... 
PLUS fertilizes to quickly 
build green thick lawn. 









































One application lasts 
@ year or longer. 


One bag treats an 

average lawn Qs 
(1600 sq. ft.) * 
only . 














































polyantha primroses, 


by Bebe Miles, 


These are 


sometimes called 
hose-in-hose. 


Pennsylvania 


The Prolific Primrose 


Ir ANYONE had told me two years ago that primroses 
multiply like vegetative rabbits, I should have thought 
the heat had gone to his head. Today, however, I am 
willing to concede that a happy primula will indeed 
increase prodigiously. 

That concession requires two small reservations. First, 
one must have a parent plant, and second, it must be 
satisfied with its situation. 

We wanted lots of primroses in specific colors and 
varieties, so getting the plants presented a problem 
monetarily. Since we did not realize that one healthy 
primula will give several offsets in one season, we de- 
cided to raise our own from seeds. For two years we 
sowed seeds without one sickly germinating sprout for 
our trouble. 

The primrose situation was darkly discouraging. 

In desperation we decided to invest in some plants, 
only to discover our favorite local nurseryman could 
spare us only two plants of the type we wanted, both a 
deep red. The season being far-advanced by then, we 
brought them home in bloom and settled them where 
we hoped they would flourish. 

Immediately the weather turned torrid. Although we 
had carefully shaded our new transplants and watered 
them several times a day, by every mid-afternoon each 
had wilted to a perilous degree. A late afternoon water- 
ing revived them by next morning, and then the whole 
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cycle began again as the temperature set new records 
for that spring. 

A week of this frustrating gardening convinced us we 
should give up primulas forever. Then the rains came, 
and the weather returned to normal. Other tasks claimed 
us, and our sickly primroses got only cursory inspection. 

Imagine our delight to discover in early September 
that each plant had become three! 

We took a chance and divided them, and the next 
spring they bloomed well and again gave us offsets. 
Another season and we will not only have all the red 
plants we need, we shall have to give them away for 
we are convinced that only by constant early-autumn 
dividing will the plants stay healthy. 

Meanwhile we had taken heart again and bought 
seeds of white and yellow primula veris which we had 
envisioned as the backbone of our primrose garden. 
Our good luck continued. After a month’s confinement 
in the refrigerator, the packets of seeds were sown, and 
we had germination! Only two plants of white, but a 
full dozen of the yellows. 

That was last spring, and when we transplanted the 
seedlings to the garden, we still had very little faith 
that this year we should have primroses from them. By 
fall though the tiny seedlings had not only grown into 
decent plants—most had actually clumped so that we 
had more plants than we started with even though a 
few of the original seedlings had died during the sum- 
mer. 

We did not, however, divide these first-year plants. 
It seemed wiser to leave them alone. They wintered well 
and flowered beautifully, and the primrose situation 
turned very bright indeed. 

Now we do not doubt that they will clump well this 
summer, and we shall have all the yellows and reds we 
want and a good beginning on the whites. 

It has taught us another lesson in perseverance in 
the garden. We realize too that if we had only bought 
a few plants of the varieties we wanted four years ago, 
their offsets would have provided color quite cheaply 
a lot sooner. We just didn’t know how fruitful a con- 
tented primrose can be. # 


Indian Summer 
(Our Cover Picture) 








In FRANCE it is called L’ete de St. 
Martin, or Summer Close; in Ger- 
many it is der alte Weibersommer, or 
Old Woman’s Summer. That interim 
between autumn and winter during 
which summer returns for a brief dis- 
play of her brilliant robes was the in- 
spiration for this dried composition 
of autumn hues and mood. Roadside, 
field and garden—even the barnyard, 
are here represented with spikes of 
brown curly dock, great masses of 
goldenrod and the round forms of 
strawflowers (helichrysum) and 
gloriosa daisies — and the strutting 
cocks. 

Dock, goldenrod and _ strawflowers 
were simply dried by suspension, with 
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heads hanging down, from a line in a 
dark, dry closet, while the form and 
colors of the gloriosas were preserved 
in a mixture of borax and sand. Wires 
were substituted for the natural stems 
of the latter before drying to hasten 
their drying time, because moisture 
retained in natural stems retards the 
drying process. The faster flowers can 
dry in the borax mixture, the better 
the retention of color. Wire stems also 
facilitate the placement of flowers in 
an arrangement. A _ polished brass 
shell was used for the container. 


The composition is by Eleanor Reed 


Bolton, author of Dried Flowers with | 


a Fresh Look (Van Nostrand, 1958). 
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Flexible DOLLHOUSE Dolls 


Children love—and learn—with these almost human 
dolls. Sott plastic bodies can be bent into 1000 
life-like positions. They sit, kneel, stand, dance, 
etc. Hand painting and authentic handmade cos- 
tumes add to realistic appearance. Washable—dur- 
able. 4%” Father, Mother; 3%” Son, Daughter; 
14%” Baby; in Dollhouse Box—$5.00 ppd. Ten pc. 
set (illus.) $10.95 ppd. (Larger dolls available). 
Send 10c for: Colorful catalog showing over 
100 exquisite dolls 


FLAGG FLEXIBLE DOLLS 


Box 205-12 Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


Completely aia TWICE the WEAR 
Leather ‘ ’ , a 
PP AIR and a SPARE 
GARDEN GLOVES 


4 


Genuine Wild Boarskin 
Soft, Supple and Tough 


TWO gloves for the right hand 

and one for the left gives you 

twice the wear. Genuine kitten- 

soft brown leather. 

WOMEN, $3.25. MEN, $3.75 

Shipped Postpaid. Specify regular 
FREE FOLDER glove size. 


cut sartes PC Anns Hillbrook 


usual garden 
gadgets and 
Dept. 11C 


gifts 906 N. E. Floral Place 
Portland 13, Oregon 


ight TB 


WRITE TODAY! 
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tmas Seals 


COMPOST 
FERTILIZER 


Make a Ton For Only 43¢ 
Quickly, Easily from Waste Materials 


Fertivo is Nature’s own concentrate of dynamic organ- 
isms. Makes pleasant-aroma compost-humus from leaves, 
grass, table-scraps, manures, hay, chaff, cobs, straw— 
even sawdust and soot—in 3 to 8 weeks, any month of 
year, by heap, sheet, row or cabinet methods. Easiest, 
quickest, lowest cost. 

Send only $1.29 for enough to activate up to THREE 
tons, plus full details and instructions. Two pkgs., $1.98. 
Or, for the exciting new, easy “‘composting under cover,’’ 
a pkg. Fertivo and 8x12 black plastic compost cover (reg. 
$2.49 alone) both for only $2.49. (Limited time offer.) 
Results guaranteed or money back. ORDER BY MAIL 
TODAY. We pay pstgz. FERTIVO COMPOST-MAKER, 
Rox 81. Terre Haute 12P, Indiana, 


CONTROL ENGLISH SPARROWS 


FOOLPROOF 
NEW TRAP 


Now you can con- 
trol English Spar- 
rows when too 
numerous around 

your premises with guaranteed ‘‘elevator-type’’ Havahart 
Trap. Factory built. No resetting, bait lasts for weeks. 
Rustproof. Humane. Songbirds released unhurt. Low price. 
MONEY-BACK TRIAL OFFER. Send today for free new 


40-page booklet on trapping secrets illustrated by Carl 
Burger. 


HAVAHART, 205-N Water Street, Ossining, N. Y. 
Please send me FREE new 40-page booklet and price list. 
Name 


Address 
































Burpee Seed 
Catalog FREE 


GIANT 


5S PACKETS-5 BEST COLORS 
Choicest colors—scarlet, rose, salmon, blue, white. 
All exquisitely waved and frilled, the world’s finest 
Sweet Peas! Fall sowing produces deeper roots and 
stronger vines—avoids the risk of planting delays next 
spring due to bad weather. You’ll have earlier, larger 
flowers, on longer stems—and a longer season of bloom! 

We’ll mail postpaid with easy directions all 5 Packets of 


Seeds, 1 of each color, grown on Burpee’s own Floradale 
Farms—$1.25 value for only 25c! Send 25¢ TODAY, at our risk. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 329 Burpee Building 


Clinton, lowa or Philadelphi 


~ —, for You to Try 


1S uinet Pons, 











ERANIUM 


PLANTS FROM SEED. New double 

and Semi-Double varieties, all shades. 

Described in New Seed & Nursery Cata- 

log. Send 10c in coin for 50c Pkt. FREE 

or 3 Pkts. for 25c and Catalog 
CONDON ames. SEEDSMEN . . . Now Combined With 

R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 216, Rockford, Ilinois 


RED BARBERRY HEDGE- 


2-yr. heavy plants 8 to 12” 
100 feet of colorful hedge.very 
hardy, shears well. Postpaid 
at planting time. 

FREE EVERGREENS CATALOG 
















INDIANA, PA 


NOW, THIS 


32, Pa. or Riverside, California 
PERENNIAL 
ORE CATALOG 
iI 


Plant Perennials for Permanence (agymana 





Big new catalog lists many new & 
unusual, easy to grow Perennial 28 
plants. Send for your copy today. 


RICHARDS GARDENS 
Box G11 Plainwell, Mich. 


Activw O&O 


activates compost, energizes and conditions soils, 
makes fertilizer more efficient. Just mix with waste 
material (compost) or with fertilizer, mulch, seed, 
etc., or dig-in or spray-on soil. Sizes $1.39 to $29.95. 
Prepaid $6.95 size treats 2 tons compost, 6500 Ibs. 
fertilizer, mulch, etc., or 32—400 bushels seed. 


Cupboard, Box 61-G, Terre Haute 12P, Indiana 


FALL. 


44 58 
HE TS 


Stop chickweed and henbit in your lawn 


before they spread... 






with new formula 


WEEDONE CHICKWEED KILLER 
containing miraculous 2,4,5-TP! 


Now, for the first time, you can stop chickweed and hen- 





bit during their period of most active growth—the fall! 
Simply treat with new formula Weedone Chickweed Killer. 
Two applications, two to three weeks apart are recom- 
mended. Weedone Chickweed Killer will not burn desir- 
able lawn grasses, is completely harmiess to children 


and pets. 


8-oz. can $1.49 1-qt.can%3.75 1-gal. can *9.75 


WEEDONE CHICKWEED KILLER 


AMCHEM PRODUCTS, INC. Formerly American Chemical Paint Co. 
St. Joseph, Mo. @ Ambler, Pa. ¢ Niles, Colif. 
Originotors of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 

Weedone is a registered trademark of Amchem Products, Inc. 

















Perpetual Bouquets 
Dear Editor: 

Before frost last fall my wife and 
broke off the most shapely shoots of 
lected colors of coleus plants (which we 
growing in the yard) and worked ther 
into attractive arrangements in a vase and 
medium sized jardinier. They kept well 
from then until now (August, 1958) and 
served as bright color spots in the living 
and dining rooms for the intervening” 
months. Periodically the shoots were short- 
ened (at the rooting end) and groomed so 
as to maintain a more or less predeter- 
mined size for the “bouquet.” Some shoots 
did not fare so well.as others, and so were 
removed entirely; but there were always 
others growing to fill up the vacated space to 
and so keep the arrangement intact. It was 


















a lively and colorful cluster of leaves and 

would serve an attractive and useful pur- 

pose in the winter rooms of any home. 
J. W. Dyson 
Fayette, Missouri 


Kitten Tails? 
Dear Editor: 
Could any of your readers tell me where 
I might get plants of the small size cat- 
tails? 
O. Worrell 
Missouri 
Any answers will be forwarded to Mr. 
Worrell. 


OHRDEN SHOP 


COMPLETE GARDEN EQU/PMENT 
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“My physician told me | needed lots of out-] = 
door activity.” 3 
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To MANY GARDENERS the cactus 
plant appears to be the most un- 
wanted plant on their erstwhile list. 
Apparently this is due to the miscon- 
ception that all cacti are prickly—and 
who wants to get stuck up? 

Even if they were all spiny why 
should cacti be condemned for it? 
Take the rose, for instance; it has 
thorns and yet this does not exclude 
it from popular esteem. 

The flower of the epiphyllum could 
easily become better known if it could 
be grown outdoors in temperate 
climates like the rose. However, the 
epiphyllum hails from the tropics and 
necessarily has to be a house plant 
with a certain amount of pampering 
given it. We all know the beauty of 
the orchid which many acclaim as the 
queen of flowers and yet, the delicate 
coloring found in the epiphyllum often 
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This small, night blooming cactus 
is Epiphyllum pumilum, a native of 
the Mexican rain forests. 


‘Conway's Giant,’ the orchid cac- 
tus shown on our inside back 
cover, is a well known, easily 
grown variety. 


Cl actus W.th 


by Ladislaus Cutak, Missouri Botanical Garden 


rivals and excels that of the 


orchid. 


even 


Literally, epi-phyllum is a combina- 
tion of two Greek words and trans- 
lated means “upon a leaf.” This refers 
to the flowers which seemingly arise 
from leaf-like stems. 

True epiphyllums are natives of 
jungles and rain forests of tropical 
America. They number about 20 
species, most of which bloom in the 
dark of night. However, there are 
innumerable hybrids developed over 
the years with some of the most spec- 
tacular flowers you've ever laid eyes 
on. The hybrids are often crosses 
made with closely related day-bloom- 
ing cacti like Heliocereus, Aporocactus 
and several others. Many have been 
crossed and recrossed so that the par- 
ental linkage has caused a medley of 
riotous colors. Because of this, the 


hybrid groups have become popularly 
called orchid cacti. 

Today, enthusiastic 
group of growers of these plants and 
they have banded together to form 
the Epiphyllum Society of America, 
with headquarters in Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia. This organization clarifies and 
standardizes the names and descrip- 
tions of the many old varieties (which 
often are parading under a number 
of names) and registers new varieties. 

Epiphyllums mostly bushlike 
plants, their branches produced from 
the base and these often drooping or 
arching to the ground where they 
often The main branches are 
usually round and quite woody while 
the rest are flat and leaflike, or even 
three-winged. 

The stems vary from an inch to 


there is an 


are 


root. 


(Please turn page 6) 
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‘Vive Rouge’ is a brilliant red orchid cactus. 





































‘Purple Delight’ has a beautiful red-purple flower, with purple 
predominating. 










































































































nearly seven inches in width and often 
extend several feet in length. A woody 
midrib is quite conspicuous from base 
to tip and there are smaller, less con- 
spicuous side ribs extending from the 
midrib to each areole (or “pore’”’) in 
the wavy edges. Hardly ever is the 
branch margin smooth and even; most 
likely it will be more or less indented, 
sometimes nearly to the midrib. Air 
roots often form along the midrib and 
at the branch tips. These are put out 
by the plant to seek extra moisture 
and food from the air or pockets of 
soil with which they come in contact. 


If you have never grown epiphyl- 
lums and desire to do so, here are a 
few hints. In the wild state, epiphyl- 
lums generally grow without soil in 
jungle trees. Their roots imbed them- 
selves in fissured bark or in deposits 
of humus in the forks of branches. 
Often epipl.yllums hobnob with such 
lush exotics as the orchids, bromels, 
aroids, ferns and begonias. Because 
they grow on trees, people often con- 
sider them parasites, yet all their 
nourishment is derived directly from 
the air or from humus lodged in the 
fissures of bark. 


Judging by the natural environment 
we learn that the roots never become 
perfectly dry or are injured by exces- 
sive moisture as we will see. Torren- 
tial rains often drench the plants but 
since the plants are in trees or on cliff 
faces the water almost immediately 
goes away and does not stand at the 
roots. The secret of successful culture 
is to supply a semi-acid soil rich in 
nitrogen, and to apply judicious mois- 
ture. Persistent wetness and heavy 
soil is to be avoided. 


Preferred Conditions 


The epiphyllum hybrids, on the 
other hand, are less fussy because the 
parents of many grow in soil, and 
therefore are not quite as delicate as 
the true epiphytic kinds. Soil mix- 
tures vary, but the basic materials 
usually are good loam, decomposed 
leaf mold, and sand in equal parts to 
which charcoal and some well rotted 
manure is added. Do not sift the mix- 
ture as fine material may have a tend- 
ency to cake. Coarse particles will 
keep the soil well drained and aerated. 
The chief requirements are a loose, 
porous soil and moderate applications 
of water. Weak growth will usually 
occur on orchid cacti if pure humus 
is substituted. 
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Orchid cacti can be rooted in water, but are 
more difficult to pot up than when rooted in 
other media. 


Californians are probably the great- 
est growers of orchid cacti. The plants 
seem to thrive there under lath pro- 
tections from sun and wind. The 
growers prefer tin cans to any other 
container, simply because they are 
more economical, more advantageous, 
and require less attention in a dry 
climate. When cans are used, sizable 
holes should be punched in their sides 
to insure circulation of air and good 
drainage. Glazed pottery is often 
used when a few specimens are needed 
to dress up some nook or corner, such 
as entranceways, back porches and 
patios. 

Clay pots will prove more bene- 
ficial in Midwest homes. In each pot 
place a layer of coarse gravel or 
broken crocks. Sprinkle a handful or 
two of prepared soil on top (depend- 
ing upon the size of the container), 
suspend the plant in center and fill 
in around with potting soil. Press the 
soil firmly but don’t pack it tight. As 
the plant grows and becomes pot- 
bound it should be transplanted into 
a size larger container. Don’t make 
the mistake of transferring into too 
large a pot as this has a tendency to 
retain too much moisture. 

Epiphyllums prefer their roots 
somewhat crowded to make them 
flower better. The best time to repot 
is shortly after flowering. May and 
June seem to be the peak months for 
flowers but many varieties will pro- 
duce blossoms long afterwards. I’ve 
had ‘Vive Rouge’ with blossoms into 
December. Transplanting is not en- 
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couraged in late summer as the new 
growth will not ripen sufficiently be- 
fore winter sets in. 

To insure a good crop of flowers, 
epiphyllums need rest. A partial rest 
can be given after flowering or in 
late fall and winter. This means wa- 
ter should be withheld or only enough 
given to keep the roots from becom- 
ing perfectly dry. Some growers keep 
their plants in active growth the year 
around and consequently never see 
any or but a few flowers. Plant should 
be kept dormant during December 
and January. To do this remove plants 
to a cool place and barely keep the 
roots moist. Buds will start appearing 
in March at which time regular wa- 
tering, spraying and feeding should be 
resumed. 

True epiphyllums are shade loving 
plants but they do require some sun- 
light. Too much sun will turn the 
“leaves” yellow. Again, too much 
shade will produce a tender plant 
with bleached growth. Epiphyllum hy- 
brids can stand more sunlight than 
the wild species. Both forms make 
ideal house plants and can be kept in 
any window except the one with a 
northern exposure. 

When danger of frost is past (May 
or thereabouts) epiphyllums can be 
put outdoors under trees and pro- 
tected from heavy winds and torren- 
tial downpours. In the Midwest plants 
may remain outside through Septem- 
ber. Where it is impossible to place 
the plants outdoors during the sum- 
mer and of necessity they must be kept 
indoors, it is wise to turn the plants 
periodically so that all parts receive 
a fair share of sunshine. Plants kept 
indoors should be syringed occasion- 
ally. This supplies the humid condi- 
tions which will be very welcome. Dur- 
ing the hot days in summer light 
spraying with water twice a day will 
prove beneficial. 


Insect Problems 


Probably the chief pest of the epi- 
phyllum is a scale insect. When al- 
lowed to multiply it will cover whole 
stems and even kill the plant. Spray 
with “Volck” to control this pest. 
Aphids or plant lice usually occur on 
flower buds and cripple the flowers 
or cause buds to drop. “Black-Leaf 
40” will take care of them. Root 
mealies are harder to detect because 
they appear beneath the soil in the 
form of cottony masses about the 
roots. Dying or shriveling of branches 
may be an indication of their pres- 


ence. Unpot the plant, remove most 
of the soil and wash roots off in cold 
water with a strong spray. Then repot 
in new soil. 

Since epiphyllums are bush-like 
plants with long narrow leaf stems 
that bend, droop or arch, they take up 
lots of room. Being naturally pen- 
dulous they fit in nicely as basket 
plants. However, in the average home 
one does not have too much room for 
a great number. In order to grow a 
half dozen or more it is best to make 
fan-shaped trellises for them. Bamboo 
stakes are best to use. Tie the branches 
to the trellis. In this way you can have 
fine specimens and in the right posi- 
tion to display their flowers to good 
advantage. 


To Make More Plants 


Epiphyllums are easily propagated 
by cuttings. The preferred time is 
when plants are in active growth, es- 
pecially in spring. Choose only the 
stronger branches which are thick and 
mature because the new succulent 
growths are more difficult to root and 
don’t have enough strength to pro- 
duce a new branch. Try to make a 
clean cut, preferably near the base 
where the ‘leaf’ tapers off to a cylin- 
drical form. Allow the cut to dry in 


a cool shady place before placing it in 
a sandbox or pot to root. Roots should 
form within a month and the cuttings 
then may be transplanted into small 
pots containing the suitable soil mix- 
ture recommended in an earlier para- 
graph. 


(Please turn to page 35) 


To save space, the stems are tied with raffia 
to a fan-shaped trellis. Then the blooms show 
to better advantage. 


































































































While young, dieffen- 
bachia plants can be 
grown in water alone and 
attractive arrangements 
made with ivy or 
philodendron as shown in 
this ivy bowl composition, 


E P.urisus Unv., the national motto of our country, 
means “Out of many, one.” A rearrangement of the 
Latin to read E unum pluribus should mean “Out of 
one, many.” And that for me spells “Dieffenbachia.” 
For truly, one dieffenbachia will make many new plants. 

If you own one of these which has become awkwardly 
tall, minus its lower leaves to skirt an unsightly shank, 
then it is time to make many out of one. The procedure 
is quite simple. Merely cut off the head just below the 
lower set of leaves and plunge it into a large container 
of water—I use a gallon crock—and leave it there until 
well-rooted, which should be in about a month or six 
weeks. 

Now let me caution you not to attack the trunk with 
your knife as you would some recalcitrant steak. The 
first time I attempted this operation, the stalk was so 
deceptively tough in appearance that I nearly sliced off 
a thumb. Actually, it is quite tender, and your knife 
should slip through it as through the proverbial butter. 

Next, cut up the remainder of the trunk into two or 
three-inch lengths, and place these on their sides in a 
tray of water. In about a month they will have leafed 
out and rooted enough to pot up. 

All this sounds pretty heartless, like slaughtering an 
old friend and cutting up the body for easy disposal of 
the criminal evidence. And if you are faint-hearted as 
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I am, you will find yourself putting off the job until 
your plant is seven feet tall and looking like an em- 
barrassed ballet dancer who has lost her skirt. Be firm, 
and reach for the knife. 

Now that you have so many new plants on hand, what 
to do with them? Gifts, for one thing. They are appro- 
priate and handsome presents for any type of anniver- 
sary or holiday. And you will soon discover that dief- 
fenbachias are no wallflowers sitting around waiting for 
an invitation to the dance. Relatives, friends and neigh- 
bors will be begging them of you almost at once. They 
also make excellent subjects for dish gardens in their 
youthful stages, and this is an attractive way of present- 
ing them for very special occasions. 

Use them, too, as a rate of exchange. If you’ve had 
an avaricious eye cast upon some choice African violet 
owned by a neighbor and have been dreaming up ways 
and means of inveigling one away from her, here’s your 
opportunity—a dieffenbachia for a violet plant, or even 
a leaf from it. 

Coming to us from the tropics of America, dieffen- 
bachias belong to the Arum family, members of which 
are frequently found in ponds, swamps and other boggy 
places, and number among their kin such plants as jack- 
in-the-pulpit, water arum, wild calla, and the lowly 
skunk cabbage. Some of the plants have a pungent sap 
caused by crystals called raphides, notably the dieffen- 
bachias. 


This affords clues to the character and culture of the 
plant—that it is moisture-loving and requires an abun- 
dance of water; that it loves a rich soil; and that some 
members of the Arum family—and this includes the 
dieffenbachia—are poisonous. The sap, if permitted to 
touch the tongue, can paralyze that organ so that one 
is literally speechless for a period of three days. I have 





MANY 
out 
of 

ONE 


By Keith S. Phillips 
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Trunk sections of dieffenbachia have rooted in a dish 
shown at right. Plants are about six weeks old. 


heard, too, that the sap can have fatal affects. So, if you 
should happen to cut your fingers while dissecting the 
plant, don’t go thrusting them into your mouth. And 
be sure to wash your hands thoroughly immediately 
afterwards. 

When the question arises of what to do with so many 
potted plants while waiting for recipients, take your 
cue from the natural habitats of the plant family—ponds, 
bogs, swamps—and you will find that dieffenbachias 
can be grown until quite large in water alone. For in- 
stance, I use an ivy bowl in which I put two or three 
plants along with philodendron or ivy for a softening 
effect. These—or any other attractive containers—can 
be spotted about the house where they will do the most 
good—on top of a bookcase, desk, dresser, or coffee 
table. (You may like the arrangement so much you will 
hate to part with any of them!) Not only will you elim- 
inate the prospect of finding space for several individu- 
ally potted plants, but maintenance, except for an oc- 
casional change of water, will be reduced to a minimum. 
And it will be unnecessary to pot them up until just 
before bestowing them on your friends. 

For yourself, as well as growing them for gifts, there 
is a wide variety from which to choose, many of them 
quite handsome, some even more startling than Dief- 
fenbachia picta, the one most familiar to us. I have a 
catalog before me listing as many as 17 of these—white 
leaves with green spots; chartreuse green with white 
and yellow spots; two-tone chartreuse and nile green; 
dark green with white mid-rib; and many others. 

Incidentally, the plant goes under three names—dief- 
fenbachia, when you are feeling polite; mother-in-law 
plant, when you are feeling less polite (because that par- 
ticular relative has been especially obnoxious and you 
wish her speechless) ; and dumb cane, for obvious rea- 
sons. # 
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Winter Care of Holly 


Ho ty is an excellent source of home grown decora- 
tive material. Cutting the berried branches 15 to 18 
inches in length not only supplies the need for interior 
decoration, but perhaps more important, it accomplishes 
a two-fold purpose of restricting rangy growth while 
providing fresh growth for succeeding years. 

When branches are cut, more than one bud frequently 
is stimulated to grow. If this operation is done in mod- 
eration during winter, the spring wood will be sturdy. 
Since fewer growing points are available, the plant is 
able to produce better quality shoots. Should the nutri- 
tional balance remain unaffected by pruning, flower 
buds will be developed and fruit expected by the end of 
the growing season. 

Among hollies there are two patterns of fruit produc- 
tion based on age of the shoot. The American holly, 
Ilex opaca, produces its flowers, and therefore fruits, 
on wood of the current season. Therefore, the better the 
quality of shoots, the greater the chance of berries. With 
English, J. aquifolium, and Chinese, J. cornuta, hollies, 
the flower buds are formed during the previous growing 
season and remain visible over winter in compact 
bunches. As soon as temperature and moisture are suf- 
ficient for their continued development, these buds ex- 
pand. This activity takes place before the new shoots 
have elongated. Hence such hollies are said to bear fruits 
on old wood, since by autumn the berries are attached 
to wood that had developed the previous growing season. 
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by Robert B. Clark 


Hollies differ in their adaptation for cut branches. 
Choicest are those plants whose fruits are easily seen. 
Borne at the lower end of the shoots, the berries are 
often hidden by the leaves. Sometimes they are attached 
by long slender stalks, giving a gay polka dot effect, as 
in the varieties “Trisco’ and ‘Arden’ of American holly. 
Short stalked varieties do not usually display their ber- 
ries advantageously unless the flowers arise on short 
spurs. The whole cluster in such cases produces a mass 
of color. This type of berrying is characteristic of the 
English and Chinese hollies, but of only a few American 
varieties of which ‘St. Mary’ is an example. 

Color itself is an important consideration. The daz- 
zling quality of berries of ‘Sally’ and ‘Manig’ contributes 
to the popularity of these varieties. Blood-colored crim- 
son lacks brilliance. In some years, owing to the vagaries 
of climate, the berries fail to become fully colored, at- 
taining only orange or brick hues. There are, however, 
certain varieties whose berries are yellow with a black 
spot at the tip. Such berries lack red pigment. ‘Boyce 
Thompson’ is yellow berried. Such plants, however, are 
novelties and should be used sparingly. 

Glossy dark green, spiny leaves for arrangements are 
indispensible, but they are not to be overlooked in gar- 
dens. So much variation occurs in the foliage of holly 
that innumerable selections have been made based on 
leaf characters alone. The “ideal” holly leaf, or more 
precisely the popular concept, besides being glossy green 
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Mr. Clark is with the Depart- 
ment of Ornamental Horticul- 
ture, Rutgers University. 


This American holly nestles 
in a corner that protects it 
from drying winter winds. 

It makes a striking ap- 
pearance all year. 


is from two to two and a half inches long with five or six 
prominent spines pointing in several directions from 
either edge. Surprisingly only a few holly varieties have 
leaves that fulfill these requirements. The gardener can, 
however, approach the color standard by good cultural 
practices, such as attention to soil, moisture and ex- 
posure. 

Evergreen hollies grow naturally where the climate 
varies only moderately and where rainfall is abundant. 
American holly is not found wild in northern New Eng- 
land or north of the Ohio River. In regions beyond its 
natural distribution holly may be grown when the gar- 
dener succeeds in duplicating its native environment. 
He must provide water and protection when needed. 

Overwintering evergreen hollies in the North requires 
preparation while they are still actively growing. The 
assumption is made that the plant is situated in a well- 
drained soil which is supplied with organic matter, such 
as leaf mold or other compost material. Hollies and 
other evergreen plants lose water throughout the year. 
In wintertime, therefore, they still require a source of 
moisture. This problem is solved by providing water to 
the roots before the soil freezes. If autumn rains are not 
sufficient, the gardener must irrigate. But watering when 
temperatures are warm stimulates growth. How, then, 
can needed water be supplied without endangering 
newly formed shoots? The best answer is to withhold 
water until autumn temperatures are too low to promote 
further growth, but high enough so that the soil has 
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not frozen for the winter. Flooding should be avoided. 
The soil should be only so moist that it crumbles when 
a handful is dropped to the ground. 

Winter sunshine, especially in southern and western 
exposures, is strong enough to promote functioning of 
the leaves. If the daily temperatures fluctuate widely, the 
plant tissues may exhaust their supply of water and a 
browning of the foliage may occur. This condition can 
be avoided by planting hollies in a site which is screened 
from the direct rays of the sun during winter and yet 
which is fully exposed during the normal growing sea- 
son. The north or east side of a deciduous tree or of a 
structure provides this shelter. 

When winter winds strike evergreen plants directly, 
the foliage dries out rapidly. Exposed leaves often turn 
brown. Screening from wind as well as from sunshine 
is therefore necessary. Young piants may be shielded by 
pine or spruce boughs. Larger hollies should be situated 
in the lee of prevailing winter winds. Hedges or inform- 
ally planted screens break the sweep of strong winds. 
Such plantings help to create an environment suitable 
for our broad-leaved evergreen friends from southern 
climates. 

Many arboretums and public gardens have extensive 
holly collections in which varieties may be seen and 
compared. Information about these places may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Charles A. Young, secretary of the 
Holly Society of America, Bergner Mansion, Baltimore 
16, Maryland. ¢ 


19 





The 
PREFABRICATED 
Way 
to a 
Home Greenhouse 


by Elvin McDonald 


Is THERE a gardener who has not dreamed of having 
a home greenhouse? Stop dreaming! This is the day of 
the prefabricated greenhouse that can be constructed 
easily in a few hours’ time. The expense? A six by nine 
prefabricated greenhouse with everything will cost about 
twice the price you paid for your television set. Your 
initial investment can be small because prefabricated 
greenhouses are built in sections. Start with the size you 
can afford, and add more sections later. 

The best way to make your greenhouse dream a real- 
ity is to order the catalogs of the makers of prefabricated 
home greenhouses. If you have a problem in deciding 
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The steps leading to this greenhouse seem to say “Come on in—the weather's 


fine. 


Prefab greenhouse built and equipped by John Kurt for about $1,000. 


“ 


And it always is inside a greenhouse. 


where your glasshouse should be located to facilitate the 
best lighting, heating and appearance, the manufacturer 
you choose will be happy to assist you in making these 
important decisions. In most cases the company will 
have one of its greenhouses somewhere near you which 
the owner will be delighted to show you. 

For an idea of what a home owner can do with a 
prefabricated greenhouse, let us visit Mr. John F. Kurt 
who lives in a suburb of Cleveland, Ohio. His lean-to 
greenhouse was erected in July, 1957, in a patio area 
on the east side of his home. The entrance is from the 
house, through the breakfast room. 


A door in the Kurt breakfast room opens into the greenhouse. 
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The standard prefabricated model suited to the size 
of Mr. Kurt’s area needed slight modification to fit into 
the patio. This was made by adding an extra light of 
glass to one end. The final dimensions of the green- 
house are 11 feet four inches long by eight feet seven 
inches wide. It is eight feet five inches high. Mr. Kurt 
moved the outside door two lights of glass to the right 
so as to miss the corner of the house. He did all the 
erection with the assistance of his wife. Cost of the 


greenhouse: $504. 
The Foundation 


Mr. Kurt’s foundation is over an old cement patio. 
It is brick and 14 inches high. The foundation was built 
to this height so that the overall height of the green- 
house would reach just under the eave. The cost of the 
foundation, which Mr. Kurt built: $7.50. 

At first Mr. Kurt installed a gas space heater that he 
had before buying the greenhouse. Its uneven heat dis- 
tribution led to the purchase of a standard automatic 
gas hot water heating system, available from the maker 
of the greenhouse. In addition to the finned tube heat- 
ing elements around the edge of the greenhouse, he 
has a finned tube element running under one of the 
transite benches. He also has a ¥/-inch copper pipe 
line running about four inches under the surface of 
the sand in the other bench. This warms the sand and 
has been helpful in germinating seeds. Valves control 
the heat in both of these lines. The total cost of this 
heating system including the 45,000 BTU heater, cir- 
culating pump, regulator, thermostat and valves was 
approximately $300. (It is often possible to heat a lean- 
to greenhouse with the existing home heating unit.) 

The benches are made of transite and they came from 
the greenhouse manufacturer at a cost of $100. The 
permanence of transite makes the investment wise. 

Mr. Kurt has constructed his own automatic humidi- 
fier, using the compressor from an old paint sprayer. 
Other parts, including the thermostat and nozzle were 
purchased for about $60. Because the greenhouse is lo- 
cated in a partially shaded area, Mr. Kurt has installed 
three 36-inch standard fluorescent lights. During the 
fall and winter he uses these up to three hours a day 
and finds them to be beneficial. 

The Kurt greenhouse is the center of growing activ- 
ities in the neighborhood. It has created so much inter- 
est, two neighbors have already purchased greenhouses, 
and several others are making plans for their own. # 


(For source list of prefabricated greenhouses, please turn to 


page 46). 
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Glass extending 
almost to the ground 
provides additional 
growing room in 

this prefabricated 
greenhouse. 

$500 would put 
this free-standing 
greenhouse 
in your yard, 


































































Mrs. Robert Larsen, Bay Village, Ohio, shows her greenhouse which 
is an extension of the living area. See interior view below. Although 
small, it has a surprising amount of growing area. This model accom- 
modates a 30-inch bench with additional aisle space. | 













































































This array of exotic plants could be grown in any home 
greenhouse. Wise planning yields flowers all year long. 
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riensis variegata 














Ivy: A TRUE classic in the plant 
kingdom, as famous in literature as in 
horticulture, and beloved by poet and 
gardener alike. Its uses are legion, 
its versatility unequalled. Possibly no 
other plant is so widely cultivated, 
nor so immediately recognizable. 

Adorning a modern bungalow or 
clothing centuries’ old architecture in 
dignity, wreathing our windows as 
luxuriantly as it once wreathed the 
heads of ancient Romans, ivy is, and 
has been all things to all people. The 
image of its purely styled leaf has 
been immortalized on the finest china, 
tooled on leather, carved in wood, 
chiseled into granite and painted on 
canvas. Ivy is a tradition. I love ivy. 

Properly known as Hedera helix, 
ivy is an evergreen shrub which may 
climb by means of aerial rootlets. The 
ivies we call vines are the high-climb- 
ing sorts; the shrubby non-climbers 
are called bush ivies. I doubt if any- 
one reading this has not seen an ivy 
leaf, either in the “flesh” or in pic- 
tures, but in case you do need a de- 
scription, the foliage usually has three, 
five or seven lobes, although it may 
not have any, and some varieties are 


Hedera helix 


classical - - and so easy 


by Katherine B. Walker 


coarsely toothed or notched. To 
approximate the outline of a five-lobed 
ivy leaf, draw a nylon stocking over 
your hand, spread fingers and thumb 
wide, and draw the stocking down as 
tight as possible to your wrist; the 
result will resemble an ivy leaf, and 
the tendons on the back of your hand 
will simulate the leaf veins radiating 
from the center of leaf outward to- 
ward the tips of the lobes. In the vein 
pattern, and in being spaced alter- 
nately along the stem or branch, all 
ivies are alike. In other points they 
may differ, yet, as the saying goes, 
even in their differences they are 
similar. 


Leaf Shapes 


Variations in leaf form are so nu- 
merous I hesitate to begin enumerat- 
ing them. H. meagheri (‘Green 
Feather’) has needle-like leaves; H.h. 
baltica, said to be the hardiest of all 
ivies, has heart-shaped leaves; H. 
canariensis variegata has roundish 
ones. Some leaves are leathery, some 
glossy; they may be flat, or they may 
be curled or wavy or pleated. Foliage 
may also be plain or variegated, 


Smithii 





ee = 8 


- 








mottled with yellow as in ‘Golddust,’ 
or with white as in H.h. maculata, or 
with a white border which turns red- 
dish as in ‘Hahn’s Variegated.’ Even 
the plain leaves may range in color 
from dark green through grey-green 
to bright emerald, or have prominent 
white veins, as H.h. minor (‘Baby 
Ivy’). Leaf size, as well as plant size, 
varies; petioles are usually long but 
may be quite short; foliage may be 
scant or spaced sparsely along the 
stems, or it may be so thick as to con- 
ceal them completely. Many varieties 
have the pronounced pointed-lobe 
shape we think of as typical, but even 
in the heart-shaped leaves we recog- 
nize that it is ivy, and if we look closely 
we can see where the lobes might have 
been. No matter what shape, size or 
color ivy may show us, we know it 
on sight, and a most pleasing sight 
it is, too—I have never seen a healthy 
ivy that wasn’t beautiful. 


Now this part may come as a sur- 
prise to you: did you know ivies bear 
flowers? They do, really, but I 
wouldn’t stand around holding my 
breath waiting for them to burst forth 
in magnificent glory! The flowers are 
inconspicuous greenish things, appear- 
ing in the fall (of all times), but 
mostly they don’t appear at all. 

In the first place, they are never 
borne on the creeping or climbing 
branches but are on the erect, bushy 
branches of old, high-climbing plants. 
The seeds which result from the flow- 
ers (if any) are contained in berries 
which ripen the following spring and 
usually don’t germinate until the sec- 
ond year. It is small wonder that few 
of us find volunteer ivy seedlings even 
under our oldest vines; birds, field 
mice, the weather and the annual 
clean up around the garden would 
surely dispose of all but the most de- 
termined seed in that length of time! 

So let’s forget about propagating 
ivies from seeds, even though it’s possi- 
ble, and do it the easy way by cuttings 
or layering. Remember, half-ripened 
wood will root most satisfactorily. 


To Get New Plants 


Vine ivies will root readily even in 
a glass of plain water; there just isn’t 
any problem in propagating these 
plants, providing you start with a cut- 
ting of half-ripened wood, trim the 
growing tip so that there isn’t too 
much evaporative surface left for the 
cutting to support, and keep the base 
of the cutting damp. The shrubby, 
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Hedera canariensis variegata 


or bush, ivies, on the other hand, are 
most reluctant to root from cuttings, 
so these are usually grafted on cut- 
tings of strong-growing sorts. These 
bush ivies are favorites of mine, and 
also “pets” of John Vogt, who is bet- 
ter known for his work with cyclamen. 
He gave me a bush ivy some years 
back and guaranteed it would stay 
bushy and would not grow fast. Now, 
I’ve had some slow-growing plants in 
my time, but I think his bush ivy 
takes top honors. I doubt if its 
month-to-month growth is even meas- 
urable! And it has indeed stayed 
bushy and compact no matter what 
care it has been given. A _huskier, 
less demanding plant I never expect 
to see. I am fond of it, especially 
since I have grown a shade weary of 
the vining ivies that “take over” 
whenever they find an acclimatable 
location in my home and always need 
directions to find which way is “up” 
on a trellis, or cutting back because 
they've grown too enthusiastically! 
Let me immediately add that I am 
fond of any ivy, vining or otherwise, 
and have it indoors and out. Out- 
doors I have the true English ivy 
(Hedera helix) on the chimney, which 
it reached the top of five years after 
being planted. Where it will go now 
is anybody’s guess. We have to prune 





the vine away from the house every 
spring and fall to prevent it taking 
over, since the painter objects to the 
ivy being allowed to run at will. I 
expect to see it emerge in the living 
room any day... the hard way, down 
the chimney! This ivy is planted in 
sand (that’s not supposed to be good) 
and full sun (that’s even worse) and 
the only “pampering” it ever has is 
when I turn the hose on it on really 
hot days. 

Ivy will grow in almost any soil, but 
for maximum growth use a rich one, 
one that will hold moisture well. The 
only reason my chimney ivy thrives 
in its sandy bed is because the sand 
just under the surface is always damp 
and cool, and the plant stands the full 
sun well because of the high humidity 
in our locality. For best culture, 
especially indoors, provide partial 
shade, and if your ivy becomes infested 
with red spider mites, avoid all direct 
sunlight on the plant. With good 
strong light, ivy will make firm, com- 
pact, well-colored growth; if grown 
in too deep shade, the growth may be 
weak and spindly. 

I don’t feed ivy except to provide 
fresh rich soil at spring repotting time. 
If you do want to give supplemental 
feedings make them weak and infre- 


(Please turn to page 43) 
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«IDEAS... for a gardening Christmas 


the DECORATOR touch 


The country store twine-holder is a wall planter to fit an 
early American decor. Use it for small vining plants. Hand- 
decorated, it is made of cast iron in a black rust-proof finish. 
$3.50 by mail from Southern Showcase, P. O. Box 547, Mem- 
phis 1, Tenn. 


Birds and bird watchers will like the sturdy and practical St. 
Francis feeder. Made of solid redwood, it fastens atop post or 
hangs on trees or fence. Available from Ed Scofield, 17-B 
Seward St., Dansville, N. Y. $10.95. 


For the home that has everything, the violin wall planter is 
the most different gift idea on our list. Made of fine violin 
wood the flowering fiddle contains a waterproof can for ivy or 
similar plants. In authentic violin finish, $17.50 from John J. 
Calborn Co., 1551 Thames Dr., Columbus 19, Ohio. 


Old St. Nick is full of ideas this year for the 
man or woman (or child) who likes to garden, 
On this page and those following are a few ideas 
weve found. There are some for every purse 
and taste... see if we haven’t found the answer 
to some of the problems on YOUR gift list, 


The scale planter of hobnail milkglass and brass is a deco- 
rator item. Waterproof cups, more than two inches deep and 
3% inches across will accommodate small plants. Available 
from Shop by Mail, Dept. P-64, 1872 Elizabeth Ct., Merrick, 
N. Y. $9.95 postpaid. 


A handsome squarish deep bowl with a medium pedestal— 
use at a buffet for food or fruit, as a planter, or best of all for 
those special flower arrangements. Available in white or seven 
colors from Hyalyn Porcelain, Hickory, N. C., $4.00. 


The diamond plant box will sparkle in a modern home. Made 
of black plastic, the frame is brass plated in a diamond motif. 
$2.95 from Colorific House, 11th Avenue at Ohio Street, Evans- 
ville 4, Ind. 
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«IDEAS . . . for giving comfort and enjoyment 


For the all-year ’round gift a subscription to Flower & Gar- 
den Magazine will bring month-to-month pleasure and infor- 
mation. A special offer for Christmas lets you order five gift 
subscriptions for $10. Send to Flower and Garden Magazine, 
543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Mo. 


The vinyl treated garden gloves would be welcome in any 
gardener’s Christmas stocking. Made of soft waterproof plastic, 
they may be obtained from almost any garden, hardware or 
department store for 98c. The green thumb is a distinguishing 
feature. Edmont Mfg. Co., Coshocton, Ohio. 


Perfect for a garden club gift exchange, the Adapto Flower 
Arranger is a useful gift. Perforated holder retains each flower 
in the desired position. The swinging arms fit over the tops of 
most medium or deep vases three to six inches across. $/ each 


postpaid from Chegwidden, Dept. FG-11, Box 182, Dover, N. J. 


The attractively designed flower shears cut the stem and 
then hold it—in one motion. Saves time, effort, protects the 
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hands from thorns. At garden or hardware stores, $2.75. J. Wiss 
and Sons Co., 11-45 Littleton Ave., Newark 7, N. J. 


Everything the flower arranger needs for every day and spe- 
cial occasions is included in the flower arranging gift chest. 
It includes book “Better Homes & Gardens Flower Arranging,” 
six assorted holders, candle holders, floral clay, tape, water 
conditioner, plastic foam. In garden stores or by mail, $10.95, 
Beagle Manufacturing Co., 91 Beacon Pl., Pasadena, Calif. 


For the weary gardener the soft lounging mocs offer comfort. 
Handmade of natural tan deerskin they are available in ladies’ 
style with bow; men’s style with plain toe. Ann Hillbrook, 906 
N. E. Floral Place, Portland 13, Ore. Pair, $8.95. 


Useful as well as ornamental, the 1959 Flower Arrangement 
Calendar is handy for noting dates of meetings and shows! 
Outstanding flower arrangements from artists all over the 
country are featured. By Helen Van Pelt Wilson. At book stores. 
$1.25. Publishers, M. Barrows Co., New York, N. Y. 





*IDEAS oe for a busy gardener 


“ 


Hayes “6” Garden Sprayer attaches to the garden hose, gives 
accurate spray mixture and uniform spraying of insecticides or 
fungicides. A real time and labor saver. Six-gallon size, $9.95 
at garden stores; other sizes from $2.95. Hayes Spray Gun Co., 
98 N. San Gabriel Blud., Pasadena 8, Calif. 


Soakeze is a useful gift for the busy gardener. Attached to 
your hose, the five small plastic hoses spread out in any direc- 
tion to soak roots of five plants. By mail. $5.95 from Jons Man- 
ufacturing Co., 11 Dantzler St., Saint Matthews, S. C. 


A Sudbury Soil Test Kit will aid in making a garden grow 
better with no guessing. Kit includes charts, ingredients for 
testing soil, then tells what fertilizer to use for soil improve- 
ment. $6.98. Sudbury Laboratory, Box 67, Sudbury, Mass. 
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For the rose fancier the D. B. Smith garden duster will be 
a welcome gift. More than 200 rose bushes can be dusted with 


only one filling; the aluminum duster weighs only 1/2 pounds. 


Easy—just turn the handle. Available at most garden stores 


for $9.95. D. B. Smith @ Co., Utica 2, N. Y. 


Deep watering is no longer a problem with the water bubbler 
attached to vour hose—because of gentle flowing action soil 
will not wash. At your garden store or Turfgrass Farm, 4961 
E. 22nd St., Tucson, Ariz. $2.25. 


The Gold Stripe garden hose is reinforced with nylon cord 
for long wear and unusual strength. 50-foot length $8.95 at 
most garden or hardware stores. The Borden Co., 350 Madi- 
son Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
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*IDEAS... 


to make dreams 
come true 


Who wouldn’t like to find the Bolens 
Ridemaster mower under the Christmas 
tree? Automotive steering, instant height 
adjustment, no-clutch shifting, safety con- 
trols, are a few of the features of this 
model. Ask at your garden store or write 
Bolens Products Division, Port Washington, 
Wis., $379.50 F.O.B., Port Washington. 


The Stanley Grass Trimmer (electric) 
is easy to use, and effective. Air stream 
pulls grass away from foundations and 
other obstacles—trims any place the mower 
can’t reach. At garden supply stores. Model 
H-190. $42.50. Stanley Electric Tools, 
New Britain, Conn. 


The electric cultivator will save many 
an aching back. It hoes, mulches, blends 
in fertilizer and removes weeds in half the 
time hand implements require. Manufac- 
tured by Porter-Cable Tools, Syracuse, N. 
Y. $34.95. Available in many garden stores. 


All the needs a home gardener finds 
for a cold frame are answered by the 
36- by 42-inch aluminum frame. Sash are 
covered with wire-reinforced plastic—dur- 
able and efficient. By mail only from Mer- 
chant & Evans Co., 2035 Washington 
Ave., Philadelphia 46, Pa. $19.95. 


The man with the big yard will surely 
appreciate the Parkerette lawn sweeper 
made to keep a lawn free of grass clip- 
pings, leaves, twigs and other debris. Ask 
at your garden store or write Parker 
Sweeper Co., Springfield, Ohio. 20-inch 
Parkerette, $35.00. 


Hummin’ Bird Roto Hoe will end spade 
and hoe work for your favorite gardener. 
Tills small gardens up to 7 inches deep 
and is an effective cultivator. $109.50 at 
garden supply stores or equipment dealers. 
Roto-Hoe & Sprayer Co., Newbury, Ohio. 


Wouldn’t Dad be pleased with a new 
1959 Goodall power mower for Christmas? 
Big 3 h.p. 4-cycle Briggs & Stratton en- 
gine; 21” cutting width is ideal for most 
sized lawns. Approximate retail price 
$99.50. Other sizes available at your local 
Goodall equipment dealer. Goodall Mfg. 
Co., Warrensburg, Mo. 


Easy to assemble, the small, lightweight, 
portable greenhouse holds two standard 
size flats. Good for warm weather propa- 
gating or use as a hotbed by installing a 
heating cable. Available by mail from Ann 
Hillbrook, 906 N. E. Floral Place, Port- 
land 13, Ore. $5.95. 
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*IDEAS ... 


for gifts 
with imagination 


An African violet or house plant en- 
thusiast will like the lazy Susan plant 
stand for a display of potted plants. Stand 
holds six plastic pots with drip proof de- 
tachable saucers equipped for wick feeding. 
Stand is brass and black baked enamel. 
$8.50 from The House Plant Corner, 
Box 810, Oxford, Md. 


A new homeowner should appreciate 
the Ross root feeder to use on newly 
planted trees, shrubs, hedges, vegetables. 
It is good for established plantings too. 
Water and plant food go right to the 
roots in one process. The $5.98 price in- 
cludes instruction booklet and a box of 
all-purpose plant food cartridges. Ross 
Daniels, Inc., 207 Court Ave., Des Moines 
9, Ia. Available in garden stores. 


Another charming planter is the gleam- 
ing heavy brass-plated stand holding three 
five-inch pots. Stands 36-inches high. 
$17.95 from George Koch Sons, Inc., 
Evansville, Ind. 


The home utility cart can be used as a 
lawn cart, laundry cart, wash tub, bever- 
age cooler or storage hamper. Has large 
semi-pneumatic wheels for smooth rolling. 
The basket is sanitary, unbreakable, snag- 
proof, polyethylene. Ask at garden, depart- 
ment, or hardware stores. About $14.95. 
Kol, Inc., 2323 Ellis Ave., St. Paul 14, 
Minn. 


A gift box of holly or a holly wreath 
makes a good “alive” Christmas gift. Box 
contains 15 sprays, fresh cut and treated 
to make them last. The wreath is 16 
inches across. Box, $2.95; wreath, $4.95. 
Both available from Northwest Corner 
Store, Longview 51, Wash. 


The disappearing clothesline is the an- 
swer to the small yard problem. Rustproof 
aluminum case mounts on one wall .. . 
white plastic lines reel out to hook onto 
the bracket on the opposite wall. Open, 
it holds the clothes for a large family, 
closed it’s out of the way. Five-line model, 
150 feet of line, $29.95 from Continental, 
802 West Whittier Blud., Whittier, Calif. 


Scotts Spreader gives an even, accurate 
application of lawn feeding materials, seed, 
and granular weed and insect control prod- 
ucts. Built to last for years, 16-inch size, 
$12.95; larger sizes, $16.95 to $49.95. At 
Scotts Lawn Products dealers. Made by 
O. M. Scott & Sons, Marysville, Ohio. 


A Perma-Nest indoor greenhouse will 
brighten the Christmas of a beginning gar- 
dener, junior botanist or house plant en- 
thusiast. The greenhouse will be perfect 
to start seeds and tubers and is a fine way 
to display house plants such as African 
violets, orchids and many others. Avail- 
able by mail from Grower’s Supply, 501 
Linden St., Ann Arbor, Mich. $13.95. 
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How to Plant a Violet Gar 


by Frank Tinari 


HAvE YOU EVER WONDERED why the violet jar (com- 
monly known as a strawberry jar) has become so popu- 
lar? African violets need to be pot bound for best bloom- 
ing results, and growing them fairly close together in 
this type of container maintains this condition. The hu- 
midity and moisture factors are also helped. The plants 
do not dry out as quickly as when they are grown in 
individual pots, and therefore require less attention. 
This arrangement makes a very unusual centerpiece. 

When purchasing a jar to be made into a violet jar, 
be sure that it has a drainage hole in the bottom. For 
easy planting, select a jar with openings at least two 
inches wide. A jar that can be moved easily from one 
location to another will provide extra enjoyment as a 
centerpiece. 

Choose African violet varieties that are profuse bloom- 
ers and of flexible leaf texture. The proper procedure in 
planting a violet jar is as follows: 

1. Cover bottom of jar with a sizable layer of clean 
pebbles. 

2. Add one-fourth inch layer of granulated charcoal 
to keep soil sweet. 


November, 1958 


3. To a mixture of especially prepared sterilized soil, 
add 25 per cent bar sand. Mix thoroughly. By using a 
mixture of this type, no center drainage is needed. This 
also eliminates the necessity of any other type of irriga- 
tion inside the jar. The soil is porous enough that you 
can conveniently water from above with proper drain- 
age taking place. 

4. Pour your soil mixture to the first set of openings. 
Your jar should be planted gradually, starting from the 
bottom up. 

5. Put plants in from the outside, root first. 

6. Firm plants neatly in each opening around the 
first layer of the jar, placing a small amount of sphagnum 
moss on top of the soil at each opening to keep plant 
and soil slightly moist. 

7. Continue to fill violet jar with more soil to your 
next set of openings (or if your jar is smaller just to 
center top) and plant. Gently but firmly put in center 
plant leaving soil about one-half inch below the top, 
so watering can be done easily and will have quick pene- 
tration. Place a small quantity of sphagnum moss also 
at the top. # 
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THE GARDENING *& doesn’t 
end with the first frost. enced 
gardeners realize the import a 
thorough clean up in late fall. This 
late season chore leads to a better 
garden next spring and summer. 

To understand the importance of a 
fall clean up, you need a little knowl- 
edge about the way diseases and in- 
sects carry over from one season to 
the next. Let’s use botrytis blight of 
peonies as an example. If the disease 
is present on a peony this fall it will 
very likely be in the garden next sea- 
son unless you start control measures 
now. The resting stage of the disease 
overwinters on the old leaves and 
stems of the peony. Early next spring, 
when temperature and moisture con- 
ditions are favorable, the botrytis 
organism will become active again 
and infection will occur on the peony 
as it starts growth. Of course, you 
can use chemical sprays to control the 
disease next spring but the job will be 
much easier if you start now 

Botrytis blight is only one example. 
Iris leaf spot, black spot of roses, holly- 
hock rust, all can be reduced in 
severity by a good cleaning job. These 
are only a very few of the diseases 
that may be carried over winter on 
old plant parts. 
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Ben F. Vance is extension horticulturist at Iowa State College, Ames. 





What can you do to prevent this 
carry-over of serious diseases? The 
answer is simple. Cut off, rake, and 
burn all diseased plant parts—leaves, 
stems, and old flowers. Many herbace- 
ous perennials can be cut to soil level. 
Rake up all bits of leaves and stems 
and burn the material—don’t use it 
for compost. Annual flowers and old 
vegetables should be pulled and 
burned if diseases are present. Some 
gardeners make it a practice of spading 
under all of the vegetables that re- 
main after a hard frost. It would be 
much safer to burn them. This sug- 
gestion does not apply to leaves that 
fall from the trees. These may be 
composted or simply spaded or plowed 
under to increase organic matter in 
the vegetable or flower garden. It is 
an excellent idea to use a little fer- 
tilizer on the leaves as they're being 
spaded under. You could apply a 
“complete” formula—10-10-10, 8-8-8, 
12-12-12, or other analysis, at 15 or 
20 pounds for each 1,000 square feet. 

While on the subject of fall spad- 
ing or plowing it might be in order 
to mention the advantages of doing 
this work in the fall. Some of the 
insects that damage plants spend the 
winter in the soil. Turning the soil 
over by spading or plowing exposes 
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many of these insects to the elements 
as well as their natural predators. 

Fall plowing has other advantages. 
Alternate freezing and thawing help 
to condition the soil and improve its 
physical characteristics. Fall plowed 
gardens dry out quicker too, and early 
crops can be planted one or two weeks 
earlier. 

Insects live through cold winter 
weather in several ways. Some go 
through the winter in the egg stage 
since the adults died at the end of the 
growing season. Others live over in 
the adult stage by finding shelter 
under trash, in the stems of plants, 
hiding under bark, or by invading 
outbuildings, or even your home. 
Others survive in the resting, or pupa, 
stage. 

Seek out these hiding places and 
destroy these pests now to make con- 
trol easier next season. Destroy the 
dead annual flower and vegetable 
plants, remove and burn the tops of 
perennial flowers, and rake up the 
trash in the garden. Annual weeds 
should be burned. Perennial weeds 
are especially dangerous in or near the 
garden. These weeds may harbor in- 
sects as well as carry virus disease 
through the winter. Destroy them and 
save yourself a lot of trouble next year. 
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CLEAN UP 


Don’t forget the lawn during the 
fall clean up. Remember that tree 
leaves can cause smothering and death 
to lawn grasses unless they are re- 
moved. Lawn grasses are hardy and 
need no mulch for protection. Many 
lawns are damaged each winter be- 
cause the gardener thought he was 
favoring his grass by permitting the 
leaves to remain. Severe damage, 
rather than protection, is the usual 
result. 


Don’t forget to mow your lawn be- 
fore winter sets in. It is better to 
have the grass 1/2 inches short than 
three inches long. If it’s too long the 
crowns may actually smother and 
plants die before spring. 


One of the important, but often 
overlooked, fall jobs is cleaning the 
garden tools. Nothing is more dis- 
couraging to the gardener than to start 
the new season with dull, rusty tools. 
Soil and rust can be removed with a 
putty knife, steel wool or sandpaper. 
Use a file to sharpen hoes and other 
cutting tools, and apply a light coating 
of oil before storing. Do not forget the 
lawnmower and garden tractor, and 
above all, clean the fertilizer spreader 
and oil it carefully to prevent rusting. 
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Garden tools and equipment need 
a fall clean up too. Soapy water 
is being used to clean this 
sprayer. After draining and drying 
it will be stored, with top open. 
Thorough cleaning of the noz- 

zle is also essential. 


Rust will quickly ruin a fertilizer spreader unless 
all traces of the material are removed. Wash the 
spreader thoroughly with water. 


This peony plant is being cut to soil 
level to help in controlling botrytis 
blight. Leaves and stems will then be 
burned. Sanitation in the garden is an 
important factor in effective disease and 
insect control. 


Diseases and insects may 
overwinter on fallen leaves. 
These black spot infected 
leaves are being cleaned 

off the rose bed. They will 
later be burned. 


After washing, a liberal coating of mo- 
tor oil on unpainted metal parts will 
prevent rust formation. Fertilizer spread- 
ers have a very short life unless they 
are cleaned and oiled after each use. 





+ 
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House Plants for Winter 


VINES FASTENED TO the window 
frame make a perfect setting for 
plants growing on the window sill. 
There are a number of vines that not 
only thrive but blossom during the 
winter months. Such a plant is Clero- 
dendron Thomsoniae (kler-ro-DEN- 
dron), a woody vine from West Af- 
rica. Young plants can easily be 
pruned and trained to grow as fairly 
compact bushes if you have no place 
to grow a vine. The clerodendron be- 
longs to the verbena family, and ex- 
cept in frost-free areas, it must be 
grown as a pot plant. 

Cuttings of clerodendron may be 
rooted in water. It likes plenty of sun, 
lots of water, a rich loose soil with 
peat moss and sand to keep it light 
in texture, and to be repotted at least 
once a year. The blossoms begin to 
appear in the spring, even from young 
rooted cuttings. The pure white calyx 
is shaped quite like a Chinese lantern, 
and the petals are a vivid crimson. 
Four strong stamens give an airiness to 
the loose clusters of flowers. The dark 
green quilted leaves are attractive 
throughout most of the year. 

After the flowers are gone, unusual 
seed pods appear. The seeds are shiny 
black, and the front is almost covered 
with a suede-like covering of a to- 
mato-red shade. The calyx changes 
from white to a soft cream color. 


When warm weather comes, the 
clerodendron can be taken outdoors 
and grown in an eastern exposure dur- 
ing the summer. If it is well watered, 
another season of blooms will com- 
mence in August. Prune it back as 
much as necessary when the time 
comes to take it indoors in the fall 
and repot. 
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Two other species of clerodendron 
are now available. Clerodendron frag- 
rans is sure to become much loved be- 
cause of its perfumed, double white 
blossoms which are flushed pink. Cle- 
rodendron ugandense has rich, bright 
blue flowers during the winter. It is 
a woody plant that deserves to be 
widely grown. 


A Bronzy Beauty 


Acalypha tricolor var. marginata is 
a showy foliage plant that helps to 
make indoor gardening interesting at 
all times. Its coppery, paper-thin, but 
leathery leaves have notched margins 
of cream with rose shadings. The 
veinings are irregular and the whole 


Clerodendron Thomsoniae 





effect slightly quilted. Stems of fuzzy 
little blossoms come at the leaf axis, 
and from the top small brown fox 
tails, but they too are of no conse- 
quence. It is the foliage of this va- 
riety of acalypha that is attractive. 

As a pot plant it requires a sunny 
window, good rich soil, liquid fer- 
tilizer applied bi-weekly and enough 
water to keep the soil moist. Because 
this plant adds beauty to the winter 
garden, as well as the summer border 
outdoors, it is doubly satisfactory. The 
whole plant can be set outdoors, or 
cuttings can be made so as to have a 
number of smaller plants. In the 
sun a height of two to three feet can 
be expected to be reached by the end 
of the summer. 

Are you familiar with the plant 
called pentas? Pentas lanceolata can 
tolerate a wide range of conditions 
and still produce its upright clusters 
of five-petaled, star-like flowers. Pen- 
tas is a bushy little plant that will 
thrive in any good garden loam in a 
sunny window garden. The flowers 
may be white, lavender, pink or red. 
It blooms over a long period of time 
and should be in all collections. 
Friends are growing it under fluor- 
escent lights, too. 


Pit Greenhouses 


Readers often ask about sun-heated, 
pit greenhouses. The only reference 
book about these is now out of print— 
a sad bit of news, for this book, Win- 
ter Flowers in the Sun-heated Pit by 
Kathryn S. Taylor and Edith W. 
Gregg, is one of the most readable 
and helpful gardening books ever 
published. 


A bulletin has been issued about 
the construction of plastic green- 
houses. It may be had by requesting 
circular number 760 entitled “Plastic 
Greenhouses,” from the Agricultural 
Extension Service, Virginia Polytech- 
nic Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia. 

The Amaryllis Manual by Hamil- 
ton P. Traub is a current-season book 
published by the Macmillan Company 
of New York. The reader of this 
work should not only increase his 
knowledge of the wonderful amaryllis, 
but he should acquire basic botanical 
knowledge which will be helpful in 
all gardening. The book is beautifully 
illustrated by 20 full-page plates of 
drawings by Allianora Rosse, and ad- 
ditional half-tones complete the illus- 
trations for this tempting new volume. 
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Fern-leaf Lavender 


When I first saw the fern-leaf lav- 
ender in a window garden, it ap- 
peared to be a form of scented-leaf 
geranium. Upon viewing the flowers 
closely I saw that my impression was 
wrong. The fragrant foliage and pur- 
ple blooms of lavender multifida make 
it a delightful potted plant. Grow it 
in a three- or four-inch pot of friable 
garden soil and keep pinched back to 
induce bushiness. Let it have at least 
the morning sunlight, if not more, 
and daily, or whenever you think of 
it, sprinkle some water on the leaves. 
The fern-leaf lavender is a tender 
perennial and must not be subjected 
to freezing temperatures. # 


Fern-leaf lavender 
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Save Your Evergreens— 
Give Them Water This Fall 


by Ben F. Vance 


A pRY FALL can be disastrous to 
many woody plants. Broadleaf and 
needle evergreens are particularly sus- 
ceptible to winter injury. Roses, newly 
planted shrubs, fruit and shade trees 
—even herbaceous perennials, are 
often killed by winter drying instead 
of winter cold. 

Plants lose water during the winter 
months. Evergreens release water 
through their leaves and if enough 
water is not present in the soil, dam- 
age occurs. This injury shows up as 
browning of the foliage. Death of part 
or all of the plant may result. Dry soil 
during the cold winter 
cause drying of the roots and crowns 
of ornamental plants, strawberries and 
other fruits. 

You can help prevent such winter 
injury by deep and thorough watering 
before the soil becomes frozen. Water 
deeply—one to two feet for evergreens 
and trees. Water should penetrate to 
at least ten inches for roses and her- 
baceous perennials. Bring your garden 
plants through the winter safely. Give 
them water now if rainfall has been 
below normal in your area. # 


This gardener is examining the rod to determine 
depth of water penetration. Steel rod is %4-inch in 
diameter and 18 inches long. Watering was con- 
tinued until the top 18 inches of soil was satu- 
rated. Plants being watered are arbor-vitae. The 
rod penetrates easily in moist soil, but is difficult 
to push into dry soil. 
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PUMP WATER DRY— SAVE MONEY 
SUCT-DRI 
Only $2.75 eet. peta 


Without electricity or mov- 

f ing parts this suction 

: drainer pumps 330 gallons 

= of water per hour from 

= flooded cellars, pools, 

~ trenches, ditches, washing 

: machines. Just attach with 

: a garden hose to any 
screw-type faucet, attach 

another sect yy of, hose to the discharge end, turn on the 
water and es to work. Mail your order Todas. 
MEDFORD provucTs. Dept. F-7, Box 39, Bethpage, N. Y. 


YOU GROW THEM~ WE'LL BUY THEM! AT none) SPARE TIME! NO 
Goanans WEEDED! It's New! Amazing! FULL GROWN living dwarf 
trees—only 12 INCHES HIGH! Eim, orange, oak, cypress—any hind? 
All BLOOM and even BEAR FRUIT. Perfect healthy specimens, but 
miniature! Make costly home decorations and beautiful expensive 
centerpieces (sold for over $1,500 each). It's easy! Fun! A new 
fascinating artistic HOBBY-a new fabulous $$$$$$ BUSINESS! 
Real seed and sensational new growing secret plan details. BOTH 
FREE! Please do not write unless you are genuinely interested « 
State Your Age. 


ada rete Lae 
SEEDS ond PLAN 


MINIATURE TREE NURSERIES, ep: M-2 


1 ‘ 
(HOME-GROWERS DIVISION) GARDENA, CALIFORNIA er *% 


SENSATION 


622A Crossandra 


Undulaefolia, 
a Glorious Rare Ever- 
blooming Evergreen. 
Constantly produces 
large bright salmon 
flowers, waxy Gardenia 
like leaves. 3 seeds 
25¢; 15 seeds, $1.00; 
ba 50 seeds, $3.00. 
809 Fragrant EXACUM affine. Flowers of sky 
blue with golden stamens in profusion on bushy 
12 inch plants. Flowers the year ’round. Pkt. 25. 
587A—COLEUS Park’s Brilliant. A strain which 
surpasses all others in both brilliance and vigor. 
40 seeds 25c; 200 seeds $1.00. 
884A—CLOXINIA Gigantea Mixed. 
flowers (444—5"’) 
Pkt. 25c. 
1794—-AFRICAN VIOLET. Mrs. Odom’s Magnifi- 
cent strain. Finest collections in America. 
50 seeds 25¢; 250 seeds $1.00. 


All 5 (in 25c pkts.) for $1.00 
Seeds of Hundreds of House Plants! 
GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 

GREENWOOD 89 SOUTH CAROLINA 


Largest 
in many new rich colors. 


a 
English Holly ideal for Christmas 


Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own 
home decorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality. 
Long branches carefully selected for perfection, filled 
with bright scarlet berries. Shipped freshly cut, treated 
so berries and leaves will not drop during holidays. 
Packed in gift boxes. Shipped prepaid. 
Me. lbex... 2x 9xG 2... $3.0 
No. 2 box... 24x 10x 4%... 3.95 
No. 3 box ...30 x 12 x 6%... 7.00 
Sample Box . . . $1.50 


Send for illustrated folder 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN, 
BOX 5076-G 


Growers 
PORTLAND 13, OREGON 








IF YoU HAVE no potting soil at 
hand or if you simply want to do 
something different in the way of 
handling plants in the winter for house 
decoration, try growing some in water. 

Choose a distinctive container, for 
rarely do any of these plants bloom. 
The container and the foliage growth 
make up the beauty. The container 
may be something you have at hand, 
an interesting glass jar or bottle—an 
attractive vase—or a low dish. 

Put enough water in whatever con- 
tainer you plan to use to go above the 
nodes or wherever the roots form— 
an inch or perhaps two or three inches 
deep is all that is needed. Add a bit 
of charcoal to keep the water sweet. 
More water must be added as it evap- 
orates and is used by the plants. 

We are limited in our choice of 
plants because not all will grow satis- 
factorily in water. But there are 
enough from which to make selection. 
Most of them grow well in north 
windows or any light place. Put the 
stems of the plant cuttings in the 
water. Remove any leaves below the 
water line for they will rot and cause 
the water to become foul followed by 
an offensive odor. The plants will 
root and grow very nicely for long 
periods. Spray the leaves occasionally 
as you do your potted plants to keep 
them clean. 

Chinese evergreen (Aglaonema 
modestum) may be grown in water. 
It will reach a height of 12 or 15 
inches, or more. Two or three glossy, 
dark green leaves grow on the top of 
the stalk. This plant dislikes the direct 
rays of the sun and is a treasure for 
places where other plants might not 
grow. 

Umbrella plant (Cyperus alterni- 
folius) is a cultivated sedge that is 
used in aquariums and sometimes as 
a pot plant. It reaches a height of 
three feet or more. Its long slender 
leaves grow at the top of the stem 
making a very realistic umbrella. 
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The colorful foliage of coleus is 
almost like having blooming plants. 
If the stems grow too fast and become 
ungainly, break them off and start 
new ones growing. 

Various kinds of ivy and philoden- 
dron grow wonderfully well in water. 
Keep the ivy away from radiators— 
it prefers a cool, light place but not 
in direct sunlight. Short lengths of 
philodendron may be placed on a 
needlepoint holder in a low container 
and used for foliage in an arrange- 
ment with cut flowers. Even a single 
leaf will root and stay fresh for 
months. The spent blossoms of what- 
ever cut flowers are used should be 
removed as soon as they fade or wilt, 
but the philodendron can be left and 
used time and again for other flowers. 
Pothos will grow in water and could 


be used in the same way with cut 
flowers. 


Stems of coleus were brought inside before frost 

and placed in water in a vase. When this picture 

was taken in late December they were still fresh 
and attractive. 








Plants for Water Gardening 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann 





Wandering Jews (Tradescantia) 
are old-time favorites. The varieties 
with striped leaves require sunlight to 
retain their bright colors. It is better 
not to use clear glass containers for 
these but something opaque to prevent 
algae from forming on the water. 
Zebrina pendula is a _ large-leaved 
wandering Jew. The leaves are silver 
striped on the upper side and purple 
on the underside. 

Nephthytis, a tropical vine-like 
plant, has arrow-shaped leaves which 
do not require full sunlight and toler- 
ate average living room conditions 
beautifully. Two cuttings of Hoya 
carnosa, the wax plant, have made 
numerous roots but very little leaf 
growth in water. After many months 
the original leaves are as fresh and 
firm and waxy as they were when the 
stems were first cut. 

A sweet potato vine brings greenery 
inside to offset the winter’s drabness 
outside. Select a good sized one. If 
a bit of growth shows, you will know 
it will grow. The grower or grocer 
sometimes treats the potatoes to pre- 
vent leaf growth. Place the tuber in 
a container large enough to take care 
of its width and most of its length. 
Several toothpicks may be thrust into 
the sides about 1 of the way down 
to suspend it in the container.. The 
water must be kept at a level so that 
the lower end of the potato is always 
covered. Suspend an avocado seed in 
water in like manner. It will make 
tree-like growth instead of vine-like 
branches. 


Sprigs of Sedum spectabile grow 
surprisingly well in water. The varie- 
gated variety is especially pleasing. I 
have seen sprigs of it growing in a 
wall type container above a kitchen 
sink between two south windows. The 
most striking way I have ever seen it 
used was a number of lusty stems of 
the green and white leaves placed in 
a green and white container, set in a 
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An African violet will grow and may even bloom 
in water. 


north window—so simple and yet so 
very attractive. 

From time to time you may see such 
things as redwood burls and Hawaiian 
ti logs advertised to grow in water. 
Full directions usually accompany 
orders but the method of growing 
each is quite similar to other plants 
mentioned. Both will grow for quite 
long periods and provide delightful 
greenery. 

Be as creative and adventuresome 
as your mood indicates in combining 
containers and plant materials to set 
in special places in your rooms. Do 
not hesitate to try other plants that 
look promising even if they are not 
among those mentioned. For instance, 
you may have an African violet that 
needs re-rooting. It may surprise you 
how long it may grow in a shallow 
dish of water, making roots and per- 
haps even blooming. Nor is the season 
limited to the winter months—try this 
method of window gardening at any 
time of year. # 


A sweet potato will grow for many months in 
water. 
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Orchids of the Cactus World 


(Continued from page 15) 


In my book Cactus Guide (Van 
Nostrand, 1956, $3.95) I group the 
orchid cacti according to their colors: 
the white, cream and yellow; the or- 
ange to autumn shades; the red; the 
light to deep pinks; and the purples. 
In all I enumerate 375 outstanding 
hybrids which are easily obtainable 
in the trade. 

In the first category some of the 
outstanding ones are: ‘Polar Bear 
with large white petals tipped lemon 
yellow, ‘Emerald Isle’ with green-white 
flowers, ‘Milky Way’ with large white 
rumpled flowers and ‘Serenidad’ with 
creamy-white blossoms sporting beet- 
red sepals. In the second category are 
found such beauties as ‘California 
Beauty’ with burnt orange flowers fea- 
turing a large lustrous purple eye, 
‘Flamenco’ with pointed orange petals 
heavily edged jn violet, ‘Golden 
Gleam’ with flowers of bright spark- 
ling deep burnt orange and cerise 
base, and “Trocadero’ with burnt or- 
ange flowers tinted magenta. In the 
third category there is ‘Bandana’ with 
wide open deep currant red flowers 
overcast with lilac blue, ‘Cattleya,’ an 
entrancing red-purple with glossy fin- 
ish, ‘Germania,’ with many overlap- 
ping dark red petals edged in purple 
and with an orange middle stripe, and 
‘Vive Rouge, a free blooming rich 
red with violet in the throat. In the 
fourth category we find ‘Agatha,’ a 
light rose-pink with a red_ throat, 
‘Deutsche Kaiserin,’ the most popular 
of the basket types with apple blossom 
pink flowers, ‘Pink Nymph,’ a ruffled 
clear salmon-pink shaded with cerise, 
and ‘Padre,’ probably the most out- 
standing of the clear pinks. In the 
last category are ‘Bambi,’ an all pur- 
ple flower, ‘Prof. Ebert,’ a wide open- 
ing magenta flower which lightens to- 
wards the inner petals, ‘Purple De- 
light,’ a red flower with purple pre- 
dominating, and ‘Whirlaway, with 
three shades of orchid. 

Since it would be impossible to list 
and describe all the known hybrids 
in this article, I must refer the reader 
to catalogs and lists put out by com- 
mercial firms. Cactus Pete, who oper- 
ates a nursery at 5440 Valley Blvd. 
in Los Angeles, and Beahm Gardens 
at 2686 East Paloma St., in Pasadena, 
are two California growers who spe- 
cialize in epiphyllums and their hy- 


brids. There are several others on the 
West Coast. ¢ 





STARS OF PERSIA 


(Allium Albopilosum) 


Gorgeous ball of silvery lav- 
ender flowers | ft. in diameter 
on a 3-ft. stem. Grows in any 
garden soil. Perfectly hardy. 
Bulbs can be left undisturbed 
for years. Beautiful in the gar- 
den, wonderful cut flower, 
splendid ornament when 
dried. 3 bulbs, $1.50; 12 
bulbs, $5.00.- Write for complete catalog list- 
ing 355 items of the world’s finest bulbs. 


DELKIN’S BULBS 


Hunts Point, Bellevue, Washington 


Tell your friends about 
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Winners 


AT NORTH AMERICAN 
LILY SOCIETY SHOW 
Le ee 


FIRST on PINK TRUMPETS, YELLOW TRUMPETS, 
AURELIAN HYBRIDS, MANY on NEW HYBRIDS OF 
SPECIOSUM + AURATUM + RUBELLUM + JAPON- 
ICUM, 16 RIBBONS IN ALL. HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
RIBBONS IN SHOW ONLY 17, 22 RIBBONS at 
PUGET SOUND LILY SOCIETY SHOW in SEATTLE, 
WASH. JULY 7, 8, 9, 1958. HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
RIBBONS IN SHOW. 


rey (ey OT Lilies 


HARDY, DISEASE RESISTANT, FULL SUN OR 
SEMI-SHADE 


15 JUMBO Bulbs 9” up circ. $25.00 value 
ONLY $15.00. 7 JUMBO Bulbs $9.00 Postpaid 


Including our selection of PINK TRUMPET, 
YELLOW TRUMPET, WHITE TRUMPET, WHITE 
HENRY! HYBRIDS, HENRY!, APRICOT GOLD, 
SPECIOSUM RUBRUM. 


SUNSET LILIES—Pardalinum Giganteum Reflexed red and 
yellow early flwrg. © 12 bulbs $2.50. (See Sept. ad) 


SPECIAL HARDY LILY COLLECTION (Small to Medium 
Bulbs) 0 5 bulbs $2.00 0 12 bulbs $4.50 (See Sept. ad) 


NERINES — PLANT NOW FOR OCTOBER PINK BLOOMS 
O 2 bulbs $1.00 © 12 bulbs $5.00 (See Sept. ad) 


STAR OF BETHLEHEM—Ornithogalum Chincherichee, Long 
Lasting White Cut Flowers, Large flwrg size 0 4 bulbs 
$1.00 © 12 bulbs $2.50 


FREE LILY BULB COLOR CATALOG & SEED 
LIST. FREE BULB WITH EACH ORDER 


BULB and your 1958 COLOR CATALOG, My 


check or money order for $.............-+.-csss+« is enclosed, 


HARBOR, OREGON 
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A small sampling of the many publications issued by plant societies: 


Yearbook of the American Hemerocallis Society; Annual of the American 
Rose Society; Bulletin of the American Iris Society; quarterly Magazine 
of the African Violet Society; Bulletin of the North American Gladiolus 


Council; Year Book of the Delphinium Society. 


Join a PLANT SOCIETY 


GARDENERS are a wonderful clan! 
And they are clannish, even though 
they may not flock together merely as 
“oardeners.” It must be admitted that 
there are almost as many different 
“species” of gardeners as there are 
plants. The rose gardener would be 
lost at the national convention of the 
African Violet Society where about 
2,000 people attending the meeting 
discuss nothing but how they grow the 
more than 5,000 named varieties of 
African violets. And pity the grower 
of gloxinias who might find himself at 
the annual meeting of hemerocallis 
(daylily) growers. They talk without 
ceasing of such things as the best reds 
and pinks, night-bloomers and _ pro- 
liferations. 
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Such comparisons could go on end- 
lessly, for there is a specialized plant 
group on a local, national or some 
level, for almost every major plant 
grown today. 

Most plant societies are made up 
of amateur gardeners who have spe- 
cial or hobby plants. Usually a person 
who belongs to one of these will be- 
long to several others, so intense will 
be his gardening interest. Members 
of plant societies are not mere “join- 
ers,” but gardeners who go at their 
hobby with the dedication of a pro- 
ficient hunter or golfer. Dues in these 
organizations are small considering 
the benefits of membership. 

All the groups listed below issue 
periodicals chock full of helpful grow- 


by Elvin McDonald 


ing information. Many of them have 
seed exchanges, round robins, year- 
books, libraries, national conventions, 
flower shows and research projects. 
Write the secretaries of the societies 
that interest you for more informa- 
tion and an application for member- 
ship. This is the best time of the year 
to join—cold, long winter months go 
by quickly under the charm of friend- 
ly, informative plant society bulletins 
and magazines. 


African Violet Society of America 
P. O. Box 1326 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


American Amaryllis Society 
(See American Plant Life Society) 
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Z So Gift SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Pe t,. “Flower Garden MAGAZINE 


BSR tt 
ON FORM INSIDE BACK COVER 


Please check and fill in below 
("] Extend my own subscription 


send Gift Card(s) in my name signed____ESSSS 


Sperial Christmas Gitt t Rates 


First Gift-One Year $3.00; Two Years $5.00; Three 
Each Additional Gift—One Year $2 00 Two Me sars $4.00 
You may include your own renewal at these rates 





Fil ower & Gard en Iagapine 


543 Westport Road 
Kansas City 11, 


Missouri 





American Begonia Society 
Mr. Bill Walton 
1415 Acacia 
Torrance, California 
American Camellia Society 
Box 2398, University Station 
Gainesville, Florida 
American Daffodil Society 
Miss Estelle L. Sharp 


Berwyn, Pennsylvania 


American Dahlia Society 
Mr. Edward B. Lloyd 
10 Crestmont Road 
Montclair, New Jersey 


American Delphinium Society 
Mr. William Hall 
38253 Wilson Mills Road 
Willoughby, Ohio 
American Fern Society 
Prof. Mildred E. Faust 
Department of Botany, 
Syracuse University 
Syracuse, New York 
American Fuchsia Society 
C. T. LeHew 
1633 Moreland Drive 
Alameda, California 


American Gloxinia Society 
Mrs. Edith McDonald 
310 East 71 Street 
New York 21, New York 


American Hemerocallis Society 
Mrs. Daisy L. Ferrick 
416 Arter Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 


American Hibiscus Society 
Mrs. C. H. Calais 
Goldenrod-Orlando, Florida 


American Horticultural Society 
1600 Bladensburg Road N. E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 


American Iris Society 
Mr. Clifford W. Benson 
2237 Tower Grove Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 


American Orchid Society 
Mr. Gordon W. Dillon 
Botanical Museum of 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 


American Penstemon Society 
Mrs. Edward M. Babb 
215 Lambert Street 
Portland, Maine 


American Peony Society 
Mr. George W. Peyton 
Box 1 
Rapidan, Virginia 

American Plant Life Society 
Dr. Thomas W. Whitaker 
Box 150 
La Jolla, California 


American Poinsettia Society 
Mrs. R. E. Gaunt 
Box 94 
Mission, Texas 
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American Primrose Society 
Mrs. Anne Siepman 
3616 N. E. Bellevue-Redmond Road 
Kirkland, Washington 


American Rhododendron Society 
Mrs. Ruth M. Hansen 
3514 N. Russet Street 
Portland 17, Oregon 


American Rock Garden Society 
Edgar L. Totten 
238 Sheridan Avenue 
Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 


American Rose Society 
Mr. James P. Gurney 
4048 Roselea Place 
Columbus 14, Ohio 


Bromeliad Society 
Victoria J. Padilla 
647 South Saltair Avenue 
Los Angeles 49, California 


Cactus and Succulent Society of America 
Mrs. Ethel G. Rush 
820 W. 115 Street 
Los Angeles 44, California 


Dwarf Iris Society 
Mrs. Walter Welch 
Middlebury, Indiana 


Epiphyllum Society of America 
Mrs. Martha F. Maxwell 
500 Grove Place 
Glendale 6, California 
The Delphinium Society 
R. C. Parrett 


Yew Cottage, Fairmile Lane 
Cobham, Surrey, England 


The Gourd Society of America 
Mrs. Raymond Wheeler 
Horticultural Hail 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

The Herb Society of America 
Horticultural Hall 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Holly Society of America 
Mr. Charles A. Young, Jr. 
Bergner Mansion 
Baltimore 16, Maryland 

International Geranium Society 
Mrs. Vernon Ireland 
1413 Bluff Drive 
Santa Barbara, California 

Median Iris Society 
Mrs. F. W. Warburton 
East Main Street 
Westboro, Massachusetts 

Men’s Garden Clubs of America 
George L. Spader 
Morrisville, New York 

National Gladiolus Society 
Mrs. W. Wayne La Mar 
3200 Cheverly Avenue 
Cheverly, Maryland 

National Tulip Society 
Mr. Felix Tyroler 
55 West 42 Street 
New York 36, New York 

North American Gladiolus Council 
J. Elton Carter 
2420 East 25 Street 
Des Moines 17, Iowa 

North American Lily Society 
Mrs. W. T. Mears 
Route 3, Box 99 
Anderson, Indiana 

The Palm Society 
Mrs. Lucita H. Wait 
7229 S. W. 54th Avenue 
Miami 43, Florida 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
Aline M. Arceneaux 
Box 55 
Lafayette, Louisiana 


These addresses were taken from the 
Directory of American Horticulture 
for 1958, published by the American 
Horticultural Council, Inc., and edited 
by Carol Woodward. The Directory 
contains a complete listing of horti- 
cultural organizations, major flower 
shows, arboretums and botanical gar- 
dens, garden centers, colleges and uni- 
versities (with horticulture-floriculture 
courses), and publications in horticul- 
ture of the United States. The Direc- 
tory is priced at $1.50 from the secre- 
tary of the AHC, Mr. Donald Wyman, 
Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain 30, 
Massachusetts. 
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GARDEN CLUB TALK 


Nearty 20,000 persons viewed the 
53rd annual exhibit of the American Pe- 
ony Society. The show, held in the North- 
western National Bank Building, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, was sponsored jointly 
by the Minnesota Peony and Iris Society. 
There were peony displays from 38 states 
and some foreign countries with approxi- 
mately 5,000 blooms to be judged. 

Winners in the Court of Honor, the 
highest award conferred by the Society 
were: Grand champion pink ‘Doris 
Cooper’ and white ‘Alesia’ exhibited by 
Glen H. Greaves, St. Paul, Minnesota; 
flesh tinted ‘Hansina Brand’ exhibited by 
A. P. Gibson, Cannon Falls, Minnesota; 
dark pink ‘Mrs. Livingston Farrand’ also 
exhibited by Mr. Gibson; red ‘Philippe 
Revoire’ exhibited by Brand Peony Farms, 
Faribault, Minnesota. 

The gold medal winner for the best 
collection of 50 peonies was Dr. D. Stan- 
ford Hyde, River Forest, Illinois; silver 
medal winner (a collection of 25) was 
Glen H. Greaves; bronze medal winner 
for the best collection of 15 was awarded 
to Earl H. Maffett, Minneapolis. 

The American Home Achievement 
Award for the best seedling in the show 
went to E. H. Lins, Cologne, Minnesota. 

The novelty bloom which received the 
most attention was a double yellow from 
Japan. 

If you are interested in joining the 
American Peony Society, send a check for 
$5 for calendar-year dues to: George W. 
Peyton, Box 1, Rapidan, Virginia. 


Herbs 


Many of you plan at least one program 
a year around the subject of herbs. Here 
to help you highlight these programs are 
notes taken from two new publications on 
herbs. 

Have Fun With Herbs. Edith Foster 
Farwell, $2.25. Obtain copies from: Mrs. 
C. Eugene Pfister, P. O. Box 578, Munde- 
lein, Illinois. This 128-page book covers 
the basic principles related to herb grow- 
ing but it is interlaced with delightful 
notes telling you how to use herbs in cook- 
ing. Théré are. recipes for herb soups, 
jellies, breads, cakes, cookies and meat 
cookery. There’s a section “Four Herbs for 
the Beginner,” and for the more advanced 
grower there is the chapter “Culinary 
Herbs Which Will Grow in the Shade.” 
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Proceeds from book sales will go to the 
charitable projects of the Chicago Horti- 
cultural Society, including its Fragrance 
Garden for the Blind, Horticultural Ther- 
apy for Handicapped Children, and the 
program of geriatric horticulture for sen- 
ior citizens. 

Handbook on Herbs. $1.00. Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, Brooklyn 25, New York. 
This 96-page handbook shows you how to 
identify 68 distinct kinds of herbs. One 
hundred thirty-six photographs provide 
ample illustration. Fourteen separate ar- 
ticles, written by nationally recognized 
herb authorities, make up the remainder 
of this paper-bound book. Leaves of 14 
different kinds of scented geraniums are 
pictured. 


Community Garden Club 


The Community Garden Club of Perry, 
Iowa, lives up to its name by its yearly 
“City Beautiful” program. 

In 1939 a roadside development proj- 
ect for landscaping and tree planting was 
started, with the aid of the State Highway 
Commission and Federal Highway Funds. 
During the war this club made many con- 
tributions to the Red Cross, Recreation 
Center, and to the National Scholarship 
Fund for returned veterans. The major 
project for 1944 and 1945 was planting 
trees in honor of men and women in the 
service. 

In the intervening years this club has 
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raised funds for the Schick Government 
Hospital in Clinton, Iowa, and for memo- 
rials to two citizens who lost their lives 
in the war. The big project for 1950 was 
the creation of the Blue Star Memorial 
Highway. This project, sponsored by the 
National Council of State Garden Clubs 
and endorsed by the American Association 
of Highway Officials, is to establish a 
soundly constructed and well designed Blue 
Star Memorial Highway in every state, in 
tribute to the men and women of the na- 
tion’s armed forces. 

In conjunction with their last annual 
flower show they sponsored an essay con- 
test for juniors, ages eight to 13. This was 
conducted through the schools. Four hun- 
dred ninety-nine essays were received from 
junior gardeners, and the winning essays 
were displayed at the show. Runners-up 
received free seeds donated by the Henry 
Field Seed Company. The purpose was to 
increase the interest in gardening among 
youngsters. 


Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society 

Present membership in the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society is over 6,900. Their 
1958 Yearbook describes a program of lec- 
tures, symposiums, projects in plant cul- 
ture, displays of fine plant material and 
demonstrations of cultural procedures. The 
Society also has an excellent horticultural 
library which may be used either directly 


Mrs. Fred Quayle, left, state qualified judge from Perry Community Garden Club, made com- 
ments and criticisms on the arrangements appearing at the Club’s impromptu pre-show ar- 
ranging contest. Guests (second and third from left) were Mrs. D. P. Mulcahy, Fifth District 
Director, and Mrs. Elza Smith, secretary of the Federated Garden Club of lowa, both of Des 
Moines. Mrs. Robert Coleman, right, is current president of the Perry club. 
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Send news about your club and show dates 
directly to: 

Peggie Schulz 

7714 Fairfield Rd. N. 

Minneapolis 12, Minn. 


Show dates must be received four months 
in advance. 


or by mail. A trained consultant helps 
members with gardening problems. 

This Society has an important part in 
both the Philadelphia Flower Show and a 
chrysanthemum show at Swarthmore, and 
stages a daffodil show and other shows of 
seasonal interest. It has an active interest 
in conservation and civic improvement and 
it continues to have a part in the mainte- 
nance of the azalea garden which it gave 
to the city several years ago. 

If you are interested in joining this or- 
ganization, contact The Pennsylvania Hor- 
ticultural Society, 389 Suburban Station 
Building, 1617 Pennsylvania Boulevard, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. Dues are $5 
per year. 


Program Planning 


The majority of the letters I receive 
show that many club members have trou- 
ble planning interesting programs. Occa- 
sionally I receive letters such as this: Our 
club numbers about 50 with at least half 
being advanced gardeners, the others be- 
ginners. We want to keep the club to- 
gether but we can’t seem to come up with 
program ideas which appeal to both 
groups. 

Here are some people to call upon who 
may help in planning special programs: 
local florists, nurserymen or your county 
agent. If any of your members or garden- 
ers in your vicinity belong to specialized 
plant societies, perhaps they would consent 
to giving a talk on their favorite flower. 

If your club has solved the problem and 
come up with programs interesting enough 
to keep its senior and junior members to- 
gether please write me a note telling about 
these programs. 


Varied Schedule 


Cuyahoga Falls Garden Club, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, started its January program 
with a lecture, “Cuyahoga Falls Park,” by 
Carl Fuerst, Superintendent of Parks. A 
round table discussion on house plants led 
by Mrs. V. H. Kittle, furnished material 
for the February program. Current cata- 
logs was the program for March; garden 
design for April. May was given over to 
the flower show. June and July featured 
garden tours; August’s program was an 
unusual one, “Your Birthday in Relation 
to Horticulture,” by Mrs. Charles E. Doty, 
Rocky River, Ohio. September’s program 
Stressed conservation; October, evergreens; 
December, flower arrangements by Mrs. 
Dhu Clemson, Akron, Ohio. 
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Oldest and Newest Club 


We're searching for the oldest and the 
youngest garden clubs in our Eastern 
readership. If you think your club quali- 
fies for either send me details such as name 
of your club, when founded, and number 
of members. Have your letters ready to 
reach me by November 20 and I'll award 


the winners a year’s subscription to Flower 
& Garden Magazine. 


Live and Learn 
Which Way Is Up? 


We were very happy to move into 
our new house a few years ago but 
wished to convert the littered lot 
quickly into handsome landscaped 
grounds. We had a good deal of en- 
ergy and enthusiasm but little skill or 
knowledge and found, as most ama- 
teur gardeners do, that there are many 
pitfalls for the beginner. 

We made many mistakes but the 
one about the gladiolus was perhaps 
the funniest. We had purchased sev- 
eral dozen quality bulbs and planted 
them carefully. Several weeks went by 


but no sign of life appeared. We dug | | 


down gently to see what had hap- 
pened. 


The bulbs were not faulty, indeed 


they were bursting with the will to | 
live. From each one, a fresh green 


spear erupted, made a complete turn- 
about and struggled upward toward 
light and life. The entire lot had been 
planted upside down! 

We pondered whether to right them 
or not. If we did, they would have 


to execute a half figure eight to alter | 


course again. If they continued to 
grow in the direction they had es- 
tablished, they would be pointing to- 
ward the antipodes. We decided to 


leave them alone lest they could not | 


keep up with so much mind-changing. 

Our plants were later than others, 
of course, but they did bloom just 
before the autumn frosts began. We 
noticed too that heavy wind or rain 
snapped other people’s conventionally 
planted glads even when securely 
staked and tied. Ours stood firm and 
straight with their hooks deep into 
the good Canadian soil. 

We often laugh at our first venture 
to raise gladiolus but we are not at 
all convinced that this method of 
planting hasn’t some advantage, pro- 
vided, of course, that you get a good 
early start. 

Mrs. Margaret Morrison, Canada 





It is easy to 
grow Orchids 


You'll be enchanted with 
their exquisite beauty 
and color... grow 
them in your home. 


Gorgeous Cattleyas; 
Purple-flowering. . . .$10.00 ea. 
Gorgeous Cattleyas; 
White-flowering 
Cyprepeduim Fairrieanum; 
Lovely purple and green lady 
slipper... ..seeseeees 7.50 ea. 
Cyprepeduim Venustum; 
Rose and green bloom mottled 
folia@e. .ccccccccccee 7.50 ea. 
Phalaenopsis; White flowering 
or pink flowering...... 8.50 eo. 
All plants offered above will 
bloom this Fall or Winter. 

F.0.B. Monroe. Express shipment recommended. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ ORCHIDS 


Dept. No. 5K, MONROE, MICHIGAN 


BEGONIAS 


Warrold’s Pedigreed 
AMERICAN GROWN 


TUBERS 
SEEDS PLANTS 


America’s Most Complete Line 
P.O. BOX 29-H 


HARROLD’S ““oxccon 


TREES... 


3 to 5 yr. healthy, selected trees, 6” 
to 16” tall. 5 each of: Colorado Blue 
Spruce— Norway Spruce — Austrian 
Pine — Scotch Pine — Douglas Fir. 
Postpaid at planting time 
Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 


MUSSER FORESTSE:DS ace a Indiana, Pa. 


BROMELIADS 
COLORFUL HOUSEPLANTS 


Aechmea fasciata 
(green and white) 


A. angustifolia 
(blue & white berries) 


A. Foster's Favorite 
(polished mahogany) 


A. maginali 
(maroon - applegreen) 


Billbergia Fantasia 
(cream spotting) 


Neoregelia hybrid 
Painted Fingernail 
(see photo) 


3 for $7.95 

6 for $13.95 
1958 color catalog 25c, 80 pages 

(Orchids and houseplants — bromeliads in color) 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 
P.0. Box 537 FGN Boynton Beach, Florida 
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LET US KNOW IF YOU'RE MOVING 


@ Give us 6 to 8 weeks advance notice 
@ State both your old and new address 
@ Address your notice to: 

Circulation Department 

FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 

Mid-America Building 

Kansas City 11, Mo. 







ath 
PLANTS sc'so $2.50 Value enh 


2 Dark Blue, 2 Light Blue, well developed, nicely 
rooted. Will add beauty and dignity to your 
[> perennial garden. The nation’s favorite Hardy 
-£) Perennial. Grow more beautiful each season. 
a Supply limited. Send $1 for this Big Offer. 


45) R.H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
ex Dept. 229 Rockford, Illinois 


HANDY GRAFTING KITS 


Graft Fruits, Nuts, Roses, etc. 
ALL-SEASON materials and 
easy instructions. Graft in 
dormant season: bud in grow- 
ing seasons. DPauber-in-bottle 
grafting paste. budding strips. 
ete. GRAFTING MADE EASY. 
revised, inciuded. Kit shown, 
$4.25 plus 45c mailing costs. 
Smaller kit. $2.95 plus 35c. 
C.0.D."s OK. Free bulletin. 


Green Thumb Products 


Box 6273-FG, Memphis 11, Tenn. 
PEACH 


apie FREES ‘:" 20° 


Cherries, pears, plums, nut trees, strawberries, blueberries, 
dwarf fruit trees. Grapevines 10c. Shrubs, evergreens, 
shade trees, roses 25c up. We offer the newest blight- 
resistant pear introductions. Flowering crab and cherry. 
Quality stock can't be sold lower. Write for FREE color 
catalog and $2.00 FREE bonus information. 


on SESSEE NURSERY COMPANY 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 


HOUSE PLANTS 


New Begonias, Easy Orchids, Less- 

usual Bulbs, Fancy Geraniums, Pot- 

plant Rarities. Illustrated Catalog. 
PEARCE SEED CO. 


Moorestown, N. J. 












































Dept. V8 





STURDY WEATHER-PROOFED FEEDER 


Protects Sunflower Seed For 
Your Chickadees—Nuthatches— 
Titmice — SEED STAYS DRY. 
ist Feeder $5.95 
Additional Feeder $4.95 
Hangs from Tree Limb. Hori- 
zontal Wire or Window Bracket. 
Window Bracket 35 cents extra. 





All Postpaid 
MELLOR DOME FEEDER 
Dept. G Englewood, N. J. 
















NOW! Save Up to 50% 
on Nationally Advertised Gifts 


Use this big, new FREE CATA- 
LOG to buy all kinds of gifts 
and merchandise for yourself, 
family, friends, neighbors. Ter- 
rific saving on big-name items. 
Also, make money spare time 
taking orders from others! 


EVERGREEN STUDIOS 
Box 846 CHICAGO 42, ILL. 
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“0 dissolve ond water all your house 
plants, gorden flowers, vegetables, shrubs 
ond lawn. Feeds instantly. If dealer con't 
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What fertilizer should be used around 
a four-year old Colorado blue spruce? 
J.H.M., Virginia. 

The Colorado blue spruce does not 
have any special requirements; therefore, 
I would suggest that you use a complete 
fertilizer with an analysis of 10-10-10. If 
you buy this fertilizer from your local 
garden store, I am sure there will be 
directions for rates of applications on the 
bag. Apply the fertilizer each spring. 
This fertilizer can also be used for your 
general fertilization program for both your 
garden and your lawn. 


The soil in our Brooklyn yard is 
almost like beach sand. I would like to 
know how to go about building it up. 
What plants would do well in this type 
soil? R.A., New York. 

The best way to build up your soil 
would be to apply a layer about two 
inches thick of peat moss over the yard. 
This should be dug and mixed in with 
your existing soil. At the same time, 
spread a complete fertilizer of analysis 
10-10-10 at the rate of two pounds per 
100 square feet. After the soil has been 
well mixed and leveled, you should be 
able to grow just about any of the normal 
crops that would be hardy in your area. 


I have a beautiful trumpet vine about 
three years old. It bloomed last year 
for the first time. I would like to know 
when to prune it, and other general 
care of it. Mrs. O.G., New Jersey. 

The trumpet vine, Campsis radicans, 
thrives in an open area where it is not 
shaded. The plant also does best when 
fertilized at least once a year. The best 
time to prune the vine would be in the 
spring at which time you can remove 
any of the dead branches that may have 
developed during a hard winter. 


What kind of sand should be used 
for rooting cuttings and potting mix- 
tures? M.M.W., West Virginia. 

Any sand (preferably cleaned or washed) 
that is used in the building trade for mix- 
ing with cement will work well for propa- 
gating and as a soil mixture supplement. 


Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 
Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 
in this column. No questions can be acknowledged or answered except in this column. 


THE FORUM 


your questions answered by R. W. Langhans 





Is rock salt harmful to the grass and 


shrubs that border walks? M.D.E., 
Massachusetts. 
Yes, if too much salt accumulates 


around grass or shrubs, it will kill the 
plant material. An extreme amount of 
fertilizer would produce the same effect. 

How can we two healthy 
R.G., Penn- 


induce 
wisteria vines to bloom? 
sylvania. 

It is not uncommon to have wisteria 
vines take a number of years before they 
bloom. The wisteria likes a good fertile 
soil and should be fertilized yearly. It 
also should not be shaded. A proper pro- 
gram of pruning will help to produce more 
flowers. In the summer after the vine has 
bloomed, prune out long straggly growth 
to about % to % its length. This will 
induce short spurs to start and it is on 
the short spurs that the next season’s 
flowers are borne. 

Every time buds appear on my camel- 
lia, they turn brown and drop off. Can 
you tell me why? Mrs. J. P., West Vir- 
ginia. 

There are a number of reasons that can 
cause the buds to fall from the camellia. 
I will review some of the more common 
reasons for bud fall and perhaps you will 
be able to diagnose your own problem. You 
probably realize that you are in an area 
which is considered rather northern for the 
growth of camellias; therefore, frost or 
freezing may be causing your buds to fall. 
Another very common cause may be the 
variety that you happen to be growing. 
There are a large number of varieties of 
camellias which are not suited for outdoor 
growth. I would suggest in this case that 
you check with your local nurseryman to 
determine whether you are growing the 
proper camellia variety. Insufficient water 
during late fall or early spring may also 
cause bud drop. Weak or unhealthy ap- 
pearance of the plant may also cause bud 
drop. If that is the case I would suggest 
that you check the crown of the plant to 
see if it has been damaged by rodents or 
bugs. Check to see that you have good 
drainage and be sure that the plant is re- 
ceiving sufficient fertilization. 
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Groundhogs have eaten all our dahlias 
and geraniums. When I found a big 
fat one on my porch steps today, 
I felt things had gone a little too far. 


What can we do? Mrs. A. W., Penn- 
sylvania. a 


The most effective way that I know 
of eliminating groundhogs is to shoot ea 
them; however, you will have to be care- 
ful, for in many areas it is against the Seance : 
law to discharge firearms. The ground- Sa Production ‘Sin dashenahtmnel 
hog is one of the animals that take refuge BS 


: line precision — :ty'es. both redwood 
in burrows when frightened. This makes ; with cee cad cluminum. 
him an easy prey. As soon as you have A ane EO ee only assemble 
found the burrows in which your ground- TODAY made look. fabricated parts. 


hogs live, I would suggest that you pur- FOR FREE TEXAS GREENHOUSE COMPANY 


chase from your local garden or hard- CATALOG GREENHOUSE MANUFACTURERS 


ware store some calcium cyanide or carbon 1507 W. ROSEDALE, FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
bisulfide. Both of these are extremely . 


dangerous and should be used with caution. Like a “Living Rainbow” of Purple, White, 


The calcium cyanide is used by placing Yellow, Pink, Rose, Red-Bronze and Gold! 
a tablespoonful of the powder down into Exotic, Color Changing 


the burrow. The carbon bisulfide is used 
by soaking three tablespoons of it on a rag 
and placing that down into the burrow. 
As soon as you are sure the groundhog 
is in his burrow, add the chemical and 


: (Beloperone guttata) 
cover up the burrow entrance with a P 


piece of sod or soil. Be careful to check BRINGS YOUR HOME GLOWING 
: “ COLOR ALL WINTER LONG! 
and cover the second or third exits that 


‘ Enjoy new, glowing, jewel-like color on your window sill all 
the groundhog always has to his burrow. winter, with Stern’s fabulous and unique Mexican Shrimp Sent. 


What can we do to keep the water Produces an abundance of flower-like sheaths that c ange 
y 


. B : s color as they mature... from yellow to flesh-pink to dus 
in our plastic fish pond clear? I have rose and finally a rich red-bronze with glints of gold! These 


. ° . ° ful spikes are tipped with white, purple-spotted flowers. 
I dpol Id fis ‘ —_ 
pues, tadyetss and gout fish in & BLOOMS INDOORS AND OUTDOORS ALMOST ALL YEAR 


The water gets so dark it is impossible Despite its exotic good looks, this easy- 


to see the fish. M.D., Pennsylvania. Seoan i. nase nec omeniing omichristmas Special Holds Only while 3 for®2.00 
This problem with fish ponds can be arrangement 18 inches tall. Blooms indoors seuiian tee 6 tor *3.75 
.. . * ‘ ‘a + net 7 M almost constant till April. ! . 

easily solved with an application of copper | When warm weather comes, put it aad Send Check or Money Order. 


: $ 
sulfate to the pond. However, you must in your garden to bloom again. Thrives You must be delighted or you'll receive 10 for 6.00 
be extremely careful in adding the copper and blooms for years! free replacement or your money back. All prices postpaid 


sulfate as you want to add just enough | Stern's Nurseries Dept. 120, Geneva, New York 
to kill the algae and not enough to kill 


the snails, fish and plants which are 
growing in the pond. The rate for adding 


copper sulfate, sometimes called blue vit- p LANT S FED WIT 4 C 0 N Fl D EN C E 
riol, would be 4% ounce for each 2,500 gal- 


lons of water. Plant your seeds in Fertl-Cubes seedling starters. They root in 


; os ORGANIC plant food, always have plenty of nourishment. Big, 
What can I do for a camellia that J healthy root systems develop. You transplant cube, root and all 
Rail beds which di I si } without disturbance. There's no wilt, no setback. You get won- 
las large buds which die almost as soon | : . derful results. That's why over 8 million have been used here. 
as they are half open? Mrs. G.A.R., | oe ‘ ; SO SIMPLE TO USE 


= Ss : : No lost plants due to soil diseases. Nothing left to chance. 
South Carolina. surpass them—nothing Com. odeciens. He manuze to handle. Ideal for planting seed 
res > . eae arn 4 in the house or in the garden. 
If weather conditions are good, and — START SEEDS INDOORS RIGHT NOW-— 

you are carrying on the proper culture | . i ‘ TRANSPLANT LATER WITHOUT SETBACK : 

: san | ; DON’T WAIT. Send $2 are, for kit of 40 Fertl-Cubes, including 
for the growth of your camellia (fertiliza- : ¢ perlite, instruction Solder. pvedase = big boontiel flower or 
: : 5 ant . ° y vegetable plants. ealize the joy and satisfaction of growing 
tion, watering and sufficient light), I x -_ , the finest flowers and biggest vegetables in your neighborhood. 
would then suggest that you check with : Amaze and delight your friends with your 1959 garden. With 


es Je ’ | Fertl-Cube seedling starters it can be equal to the finest in 
ocal nurserymen to be sure that the England. Immediate delivery from our big, new factory. 


variety of your camellia is right for your Money back if you are not completely delighted 


f mae r . 120 FERTL-CUBES, 40 FERTL-CUBES, 
area. There are some camellia varieties a. Pete 55 (Economy Size Kit) ppd. $495 (Reg. Size Kit) ppd. $2 


which do not produce complete blooms. If pee y SO EASY TO ORDER BY MAIL —ORDER FROM 

this is the case, your only answer would be Dy “NB RS FERTL, INC. 

t le h 1: ; Sole Manufacturers 

O replace the plant. ——=="Eor a Glorious ‘59 Garden—Mail This Coupon Today! ~~~" 

Strong, FERTL, INC., Dept. 8N6, South Norwalk, Conn. 

stones on our patio that would fill in, vigorous Please send me at once guaranteed Fertl-Cubes as indicated below. 
- ? al roots _____Econ. Size Kit(s) (each with 120 cubes) @ $4.95 ppd. 

but would not grow tall? B.T., District grow ho. Std (nh Gah ethan © 2B wet 

of Columbia. 

The following plants could be grown 
between the stones on your patio: arenaria, Hen Seta Name 
veronica, thymus, and Silene acaulis. It ; 
is also possible to grow grass, but it would 
have to be mowed. 
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What could be planted between the 


1 enclose check, or money order for total: $ 





Address 






























































CLASSIFIED 








RATE 85 cents per word. Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—$18.00 per issue. Special 


headings $1.50 extra. 
GARDEN, Classified Dept., 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots. insecti- 
cides, charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. Cat- 
alog. Neil C. Miller, Penns Grove 29, N. J. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED ° “SPECIAL” $3. 00. Con- 
tains 200 hybrid seeds (assorted colors, girl-types, 
doubles), planter, growing mixture and complete 
instructions. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th, Indian- 
apolis 18, Indiana. African Violet seed lists available. 


AFRICAN VIOLET PLANTS, in bloom white, lav- 
ender, pink, purple, light blue, $1 each postpaid. 
Free catalog, Mrs. Jennie Spoutz, 34363 Moravian, 
Fraser, Mich. 





AMERICA’S | FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS—lovely 
color catalogue free on request—write today— 
Fischer Greenhouses, Dept. G, Linwood, 





AFRICAN VIOLETS. Plants, Rooted-Cuttings, leaves. 
Send stamp for new 1958 lise. Krogman’s Violetry, 
1365 South 125th Street, Brookfield, Wisc. 





AGENTS WANTED 


CLEANS WINDOWS WITHOUT MESS. " Strange 
“dry” cleaning-cloth. Replaces liquids. Windows 
gleam. Samples sent on trial. Kristee 103, Akron, 
Ohio. 





ANTI-FROST PROTECTIVE BAGS 





PROTECT SHRUBBERY AGAINST FREEZING 
with Anti-Frost Bags. To introduce we offer 69c 
sample free to first 500 inquiries. Write Anti- 
Frost, Manheim, Pa. 





BEGONIAS 
WINTER-FLOWERING 





““CHRISTMAS BEGO. 
; glowing colors, pink, white, red, cream, 
$2.00 each; 3—$5.00; 7—$10.00. Rex, 
excellent foliage, flower arranging, 4—$3.50. New 
catalog, 1,000 houseplants, with color, 25c. Logee's 
Greenhouses, Danielson, Conn. 








BIRD FEEDERS & HOUSES 





NEW BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS, St. Francis Feeder 
Shrine, tray feeders, self feeders, Illustrated Folder 
—dime. John’s Homes for Birds Shop, 115 James 
St., Beaver Dam, Wisc. 





BOOKS 





GARDEN BOOKS, unusual American, foreign, old 
and mew. Send for free list. Horn’s Bookstore, 
1145A No. Fulton, Fresno 4, Calif. 








| 


BULBS 


FREE DE JAGER GARDEN Landecape Plan with 
our new Fall Catalog listing all the glorious im- 
ported bulbs available for your garden. Send 25c for 
catalog. 190 Asbury St., So. Hamilton, Mass. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME. Profitable, fascinat- 
ing. Successful home grower explains speciai light, 
temperature and humidity conditions orchids need. 
Free—full details. Orchids, 100 S. Vermont, Los 
Angeles 4. 








CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS 





FASCINATING CACTI & SUCCULENTS. Ideal 
for planters. 12 lovely plants (all different) $2.50 
——. “Cactus Castle,” Box 583A, La Puente, 
alif. 
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Initials, street address, city, state counted. 
charged for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. 


543 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, Missouri. 


i Post office zone number will not be 
Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: FLOWER & 


DAYLILIES—10 FRESHLY DUG, '. hesky lants 
$4.50 Babette, Bertrand Farr, Black Falcon, un- 
tiful, Dolly Varden, Dominion, Glory, Knighthood, 
Margaret, Mongol, Myonne, Painted Lady, Patricia, 
Piquante, Port, Saladin, Skylark, Yellowstone. 
Catalog. Hemknoll, Whippany 9, N. J 





HOYAS (Old Fashioned Wax Plants)—4 different 
$3.00; 8 different $8.00; 10 different Ivies $5.00; 
10 different Peperomias $4.50. Labeled. Postpaid. 
Terrace View Gardens, Greencastle, Ind. 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 25c. Comples 
cultural instructions! 600 varieties, old and_new, 
including beautiful, rare exotics. Barrington Green. 
houses, Dept. F, Barrington, N. J 


MINIATURE CACTUS. COLORFUL, - FASCINAT. 
ING, collection to brighten up your kitchen or 
breakfast nook. Easily grown in pot, bowl, or win- 
dowbox. Six lovely plants $3.00. Offer includes 64 
page miniature cactus and succulent culture book, 
Cactusland, Box 2161, El Monte, Calif. 


aad AMARYLLIS 


LISTING MANY NAMED VARIETIES of the 
Robert Goedert, Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, Florida. 












EE 


IMPORTED ROYAL DUTCH AMARYLLIS 





WE AGAIN HAVE THE famous Royal Dutch 
Hybrid Amaryllis in six colors. Red, white, orange, 
salmon, striped and rose. Planting instructions in- 
cluded. Top size. 1 bulb $3.50, 3 for $10, 6 for 
$19, 12 for $36. Prepaid. J. Leegwater & Sons, 
Highland, Ind. 





LEATHERCRAFT 





EARTHWORMS 
FREE PICTURE FOLDER: “How to Make $3, 000 
Yearly, Sparetime, Backyard, Raising Earthworms!”’ 
Included free: “How to Grow Gorgeous Flowers 
With Domesticated Earthworms’’ Oakhaven 64, 
Cedar Hill, Tex. 





YOU "NEED NO GREEN THUMB—raising lants 
with pure Worm Castings. Healthier plants, larger 
flowers, no odors, clean to handle, sterilized. 4 Ib. 
pkg. $2.50 P.P. Nutmeg State Earthworm Industries, 
Deep River, Conn. 








FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 
CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 
illustrated catalog. Dorothy Biddle Service, MA-11, 
Hawthorne, N. Y. 











FLOWER POTS. 
SQUARE PLASTIC POTS 3” 25 for $1.00, 50 for 
$1.80. 100 for $3.50. Postpaid. All sizes available. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. Send check, currency, M.O. 
Yoho & Hooker, Youngstown 2, Ohio. 





GERANIUMS 
379 SELECT VARIETIES. Zonals, Odd, Rare, Un- 
usual, Ivyleaf, Scentedleaf, Fancyleaf, Lady Wash- 
ington, Dwarfs. Catalog 10c. Write for Specials. 
Cook's Geranium Nursery, Sterling, Kansas. 





GERANIUMS—8 for $2.00. Extra plant with this 
ad. Rooted. Named, Guaranteed, Postpaid, Instruc- 
tions. U-Pot, Box 33, Malibu, Calif. 





GIBBERELLIN 


GIBBERELLIN—EIGHT TABLETS and graduated 
plastic s pray bortle, $1.40. Extra packet 8 tablets, 











$1.00. Ridge, 1126 Arthur Street, Wausau, Wisc. 
GIFTS 

CYPRESS KNEES, SEASONED, POLISHED, for 

Arrangements, Ornaments, Lamps, Gifts. 8-16”, 


six assorted, $5.75; $11.00 dozen, postpaid. Guar- 
anteed. Gippol’s, De Leon Springs, Fla. 





GLADIOLUS 


GLADIOLUS—FALL DIGGING LIST ready. Buy 
now and save 20%. Woodside Gladiolus Gardens, 
Webster, N. Y 





INTRODUCING NEW GLADIOLUS. ‘These new 
beauties originated by Ralph Baerman the Dean of 
American Hybridizers. Send for our list showing 
these and others in color. Glads since 1922. Red- 
wood Nurseries, Box 587, Salem, Ore. 


HELP WANTED WOMEN 


MAKE MONEY AT HOME Assembling our items. 
Experience unnecessary. Lee Mfg. 466 S. Robertson, 
Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


HOUSE PLANTS 


RARE, UNUSUAL HOUSEPLANTS, Begonias, 
Passifloras, Gesneriads, Ferns, Tubers, Seed. Illus- 
trated fall catalog 25c. Tropical Paradise, 3810 
Bales, Kansas City 28, Mo. 

HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice 
house plants. Fall list free. Illustrated catalog 25c. 
Merry Gardens, Camden, Me. 























FREE “DO-IT- YOURSELF” Leathercraft ‘Canics, 
Pre-cut, ready-to-assemble items. Tandy Leather Com- 
pany, Box 791 - K26, Fort Worth, Tex. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
GARDEN CLUB YEARBOOKS ‘mimeographed, 15c 
lst 12 pages, Sc every 4 pages additional, per book. 
Covers 5 to 10 cents each. Fetter Mimeo Service, 
2460 Wayne Avenue, Dayton 20, Ohio. 


MUSHROOMS 


MUSHROOMS, Quicker, Easier, Cheaper. Newest 
Facts Free. Spawn $1.00. Luxgard, 641 South 
19th, Newark 3, N. J. 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


FREE—BIG NEW WHOLESALE CATALOG! Up 
to 50% savings for you, family, friends on 
nationally-known gifts, jewelry, toys, appliances. 
Christmas cards, etc. Also make money selling part 
time! Write: Evergreen Studios, Box 846 BB, 
Chicago 42, Ill. 


OUR GIFTS- AcADGETS, CATALOG is now free. 


Write for your copy. JOED, Dept. FL, Box 69, 
Glendale, Calif. 


SEW APRONS AT HOME for stores. No charge 
for material to fill orders. In our fourth successful 
year. Write: Adco Mfg. Co., 























Bastrop 8, La 


PANSIES 


SUPER SWISS GIANTS — Husky plants, mixed 
colors. 50 — $2.00. 100 — $3.00. Pospaid. Lee's 
Pansies, Re. 1, Box 272, Tyler, Texas. 


PAPER SHELL PECANS 


LARGE DELICIOUS—Paper Shell Pecans sent post- 
paid, 5 Ibs. $3.60, 10 Ibs. $6.50. (Also Southern 
Strawberry Preserves packed in small wooden pails.) 
Gift orders given special attention. Pamphlet on 
request. Glendale Farms, Tylertown, Miss. 


PEONIES 


KANSAS, WESTERNER, SNOW MOUNTAIN, 
Carrara, Plainsman and many other “‘Bigger’’ peonies. 
Prices on request. Myron D. Bigger, 1147 Oakland 
Avenue, Topeka, Kansas. 


PLASTIC FILM 


POLYETHYLENE TRANSPARENT FILM .004 for 
many uses around home and farm. 3 ft. wide by 
100 ft. long only $6.00. 4 fr. x 100 ft. $8.00. 
6 fe. x 100 fe. $12.00. Big Bargain. Remnants 10 
ft. long by 3 ft. wide, only $1.00 postpaid. Send 
cash, check or stamps. Satisfaction guaranteed. Yoho 
& Hooker Greenhouse Company, Box FG1165, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


TROPICAL PLANTS 


HAWAIIAN “TI LOG! Fascinating, rare house 
lant. Ideal gift! Two logs postpaid. $1.00. Money 
ack Guarantee. Chesley Distributors, 2339-B Uni- 

versity Avenue, San Diego 4, Calif. 


VIOLETS 


HARDY VIOLETS . . . Three each six varieties 
together with Violet Vase . . . $5.00 postpaid . 






































Vista Violet Farm. 1211 Monte Vista, Vista, Calif. 
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WILDFLOWERS 


nook. Send today for Free catalog. 
Farm, R. D. No. 1, Home, Pa. 
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Ivy 
(Continued from page 23) 

quent, never more often than once a 
month, and not that frequently dur- 
ing the plant’s semi-dormant stage 
in winter. But do keep the plants well 
watered at all times — not water- 
logged, but uniformly moist all 
through the soil ball. 


Sprinkle! 


The only complaint about ivy as a 
house plant, and one which shows up 
fairly often in my mail, is that the 
plants dry up and finally die, usually 
accompanied on their “last journey” 
by a horde of red spider mites. To 
me, the answer to this problem is ele- 
mental, but I guess there are always 
newcomers to indoor gardening who 
either haven’t heard that ivy requires 
moisture or else don’t believe it. 

Now what would you do with a 
lawn that looked like it was drying 
out? You’d set the sprinkler on it, 
of course. Or with cut flowers that 
look like they might be drying out? 
You sprinkle. So if ivy looks like it 
was drying, sprinkle it, and by sprinkle 
I don’t mean a few drops dribbled on 
the plant’s top every month or two, 
either. I mean set the plant in the 
sink or shower, cover the soil with 
wet newspapers or foil or pliofilm to 
prevent the soil splattering, and really 
sprinkle the daylights out of the plant! 
Do this once a week if your home is 
normally arid, and more often if the 
air is extremely dry. 

How can you tell whether you have 
high or low humidity in your home? 
Humidity being the amount of water 
held in the air, you can do a home- 
spun method of testing by seeing how 
fast the air will take up more mois- 
ture. Set a saucer full of water where 
you expect to place your ivy; if it is 
still almost full after 24 hours, your 
air is amply humid. If the saucer is 
half full after the same length of time, 
the weekly top spraying will probably 
be essential, and if the saucer is bone 
dry, you will do better to grow ivy 
elsewhere. Remember, too, that one 
location may be beautifully humid 
(from a plant’s point of view) during 
the summer, and akin to the Sahara 
as soon as the furnace is turned on. 

When top spraying your ivy, it is 
very beneficial to lay the pot on its 
side and spray the undersides of the 
leaves, to discourage any insects from 
gaining a foothold. Actually, the 
only insect I’ve ever had on indoor 
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ivy has been red spider, which is 
easily controlled with a water spray. 
Outdoors, ivy may get aphids or scale 
or mealybugs, and once in a while 
these move indoors, but the water 
spray will usually dislodge them be- 
fore they cause trouble. 

Temperatures don’t seem to mean 
much to ivy. I grow some of mine in 
a north window where the leaves 
touching the glass are often ice coated 
on winter mornings. On the other 
hand, one plant has remained husky 
and healthy in a room where the 
temperature is always 78 degrees, day 
and night. High temperatures plus 
constantly wet foliage may result in 
a disease known as leaf spot, but this 
can be avoided by providing a better 
circulation of air. 

Many times, in spite of anything 
they do, indoor gardeners just cannot 
keep a potted ivy thriving. In this 
case, my suggestion is to grow it in 
water. I don’t think there is any- 
thing prettier than ivy in a sparkling 
clean glass container silhouetted 
against the light. Before transferring 
a potted ivy to water, wash all the 
soil very carefully from the roots to 
prevent having the water get fouled. 
Once adjusted to water culture, ivy 
will need only to have its underwater 
lengths, rooted or not, rinsed occa- 
sionally with clear water when you 
scrub the container. 

I have mentioned a few varieties by 
name but I couldn’t end without list- 
ing briefly a few more that I consider 
among the best. Of the small leaved 
branching group I like ‘Emerald 
Jewel, with glossy, three-pronged 
leaves; ‘Glacier, green and white 
variegated; ‘Jubilee, a miniature 
green and white, and ‘Sweetheart,’ 
with a heart-shaped leaf. Good among 
the medium sized leaved plants are 
‘Bunch, a non-trailing one, ‘Curly 
Locks,’ with crinkle edged leaves, 
‘Garland,’ whose glossy leaves are 
pleated, and ‘Ripples,’ very fancy 
with curled and crested leaves. Large 
leaved ivies I like include ‘Canary 
Cream,’ a variegated one with extra 
large leaves, ‘Sylvanian Beauty,’ whose 
large leathery leaves are draped like 
shingles, and ‘Smithii,’ having ele- 
gantly cut, wavy edged leaves. When 
you come right down to it, it is hard 
to choose just one ivy, but the best 
method is to decide first what size 
leaf you want, then whether you want 
it variegated or plain, and finally, 
what shape appeals to you most. # 





COMPOST FERTILIZER 
a 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste, 
leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 
odor) . . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 
soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ilb. compost, No. 2, 
$1.39. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7. $2.95. ig, economy 
2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 


BENSON-MACLEAN Bridgeton 45, Indiana 


Remember Your Zone Number! 


If you live in one of the 106 cities which 
have postal zoning . . . use your zone num- 
ber when you address your mail. Whether 
you are writing letters, sending orders or 
renewing FLOWER & GARDEN... 


Always Use Your Zone Number. 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Missouri 


Conia 
SEED UP IN 30 HOURS 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS 
CUT GERMINATION TIME BY % 
TRANSPLANT 2 WEEKS SOONER 
You, too, can get these results. Get 
free plans. Write GRO-QUICK Mfrs. 


351 ~—sW. Superior St. Chicago 10, mi. 
W. Coast 1864 Se 120 St, Seattle 88, Wash 


ELECTRIC SEED 
BED HEATER 


SE a a 
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Dwarf Apple Trees on malling number 
9, 7, 2, 1 root stocks. Also Nut and 
Shade Trees, Grape Vines, Flowering 
Shrubs, Evergreens. Plant this Fall! 
Complete line at LOW direct-from-grower 
prices. Highest quality, best varieties, 
dependable service, one of America’s 
oldest nurseries. Write today for 
Free 60-page Catalog. 


BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
Box FG-118 Princess Anne, Md. 


An Ideal 
XMAS 


VIOLETREE 


FOR THE PLANT 
HOBBYIST 
Artistically de- 
signed ‘‘Viole- 
Tree’ to hold 
your choice 
plants in neat, 
space-saving of- 
der. Sturdy steel 
construction. 
5614 in. tall, 25 
inches diameter, 
21 inches from 
floor to first arm 
and cup. Well- 
balanced, neatly 
finished legs 
with rubber tips. 
Arms revolve 
and can be 
placed at any 
angle. The hold- 
ers are cups, 314 
in. wide x 114 in. 
deep, of heavy 
durable black 
plastic. which 
will not leak. 
Suitable to hold 
2- or 3-in. pots 

and 4-in. stand- 
i ard size. Antique 
black or silver color finish. (Please state choice.) 


21 cups...$22.95, ppd. 25 cups...$24.95, ppd. 


MIDGET VIOLETREE holds nine plants; measures 17 in. 
tall, 14 in. circumference. Cups 2% in. across by 114 in. 
deep. Antique black or silver color finish. State choice. 

$7.95 each, postpaid. 


African Violet Jar (as pictured) in feature article page 29 
in sparkling mottled color shades of blue. green, grey or 
solid glossy black or white, $2.25 ea. P.Pd. 2 jars for 


$4.15 P.Pd. 
FOR 


African Violets 


Order direct from ad 
in Sept. issue, Page 
61. Immediate deliv- 


7 
@°:. before freezing 
weather if ordered 
promptly. 


BETHAYRES 2, PA. 
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ATTRACTS BIRDS ALL YEAR "ROUND! Enjoy a 
song festival all year ’round by installing this 
“bird-tested” Deluxe feeder near your favorite 
window. Just push the sturdy black steel pole 
into the ground, add seed, and your feathered 
friends will flock to the feeder in a hurry! 
Made of lifetime aluminum — translucent 
polyethylene hopper holds enough feed for 
hundreds of birds — shows when to refill. 
Oversized roof protects feeding area; 5-foot 
pole keeps cats and squirrels at safe distance. 
Only $4.95 complete, postpaid. Order one 
now with our money-back guarantee! Write 
to: Max Schling Seedsmen, Inc., Dept. 611; 
538 Madison Ave., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 


YOUR FLOWER-LOVING FRIENDS and relatives 
will enjoy Christmas gifts of Blue Ribbon 
Flower Holders and Vase Stands. Large or 
small stemmed flowers are held firmly at any 
angle in this non-rusting hairpin holder. If 
not yet stocked in your local stores, send us 
$2.35 for a 3” holder and $1.60 for two vase 
stands which resemble teakwood. Write for 
special offer to garden clubs. Blue Ribbon 
Flower Holder Company, Dept. F&G, Box 
214, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


PRIZE-WINNING AFRICAN VIOLETS. For years the 


prize-winning blossoms at the National 
African Violet Show have been grown with 
Plant Marvel. It supplies the natural, con- 
centrated food elements needed for rapid, 
healthy growth and bloom. Easy and eco- 
nomical to use. Send $1.35 for 1 Ib. can, 
makes 250 gallons of rich liquid food. Write 
for free sample and our African Violet 
folder. Plant Marvel, Dept. FL118, 622 
West 119th St., Chicago 28, Illinois. 
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“L-O0-V-E MY FLEA-SCAT TOPPER!” —That’s what 
your pet will think Christmas morning and 
all year long as he proudly flaunts his new 
Flea-Scat Doggie Topper! This is the new, 
easy way to kill fleas and ticks. Just spray- 
mist a little of the Flea-and-Tick Spray in- 
cluded with the Topper, on the soft velvelette 
lining, and buckle on the coat. The topaz 
yellow outer covering, in handsome grosgrain 
finish, weather-proofs your dog . . . keeps off 
snow or rain. Three sizes: 12-in. small $3.79; 
16-in. medium $4.29; 20-in. large $4.98. 
Guaranteed. Send check or M.O. and we'll 
send prepaid, saving you postal charges. Sud- 
bury Laboratory, Box 43M, Sudbury, Mass. 


MAKE YOUR OWN DECORATIVE Glass Panels. 
Nature’s loveliness preserved for all time in 
translucent fiberglass panels. Real flowers, 
leaves, butterflies, and sea shells lend an in- 
teresting touch to room dividers, screens and 
lamps as shown in the above picture. You can 
also make bowls, dishes, place mats and other 
distinctive home accessories. It’s surprisingly 
easy and quite inexpensive. For illustrated 
booklet that shows you how, mail 25c to 
Dept. M-83, The Castolite Company, Wood- 
stock, Illinois. 


1000 PRINTED NAME & Address labels $1.00 
ppd. Your name & address nicely printed 
on 1000 Sparkling labels including a hand- 
some plastic box, up to four lines of copy. 
Stick ’em on letters, packages, checks, per- 
sonal items, etc. Make identification easy. 
300 for 50c. Same, nice labels but no plastic 
box. Money back if not pleased with either 
labels. Wholesale selling plan free. Tower 
Press, Inc., Box 591-XH, Lynn, Mass. 


BY MAIL 
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JUST NATURALLY GROW TOGETHER! All your 
house plants and flowers will thrive when 
you use Stim-U-Plant, the original plant food 
tablet. Over 200 million sold in last 40 years. 
Clean, odorless, easy to use. Place tablets in 
soil, or dissolve in water to make rich solu- 
tion for root or foliar feeding. Balanced 11- 
12-15 analysis. Use for outdoor flowers and 
gardens as well as house plants. If not avail- 
able at local stores, send $1.00 for intro- 
ductory 100-tablet offer, postpaid. Stim-U- 
Plant Lab., Columbus 16, Ohio. 


W-W PORTABLE SHREDDER-GRINDER is America’s 
favorite and most versatile machine for proc- 
essing organic matter so it composts faster. It 
also shreds, grinds, screens, or mixes soil, 
compost, leaves, garbage, peat moss, etc. for a 
richer, more fertile soil. Easy portability with 
weight on wheels instead of you. Pulls away 
from pile—not through it. Model 2 (illus- 
trated) has 2%4 h.p. recoil starter engine. 
Electric available. Prices start at $129.95 
power-equipped for smaller Model A f.0o.b. 
Wichita. Liberal terms available. W-W 
Grinder Corp., 2957-C No. Market, Wichita 
4, Kansas. 


LIKE WALKING ON AIR — bouncy foam crepe 
soles. Over 223 sizes in stock! Choice leather, 
handlaced, flexible, smartly styled and qual- 
ity made. Women’s full & half sizes 3 to 13, 
AAAAAA to EEE. Red, Smoke, Taffytan, 
White. All purchases subject to exchange or 
money-back. Fast delivery—COD’s accepted. 
Factory-to-you Special Offer: $5.95 plus 50c 
post. Moccasin-Craft, 58-FS, Buffum St., 
Lynn, Mass. 
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THE CHARMING DIAMOND PLANTER makes a 
cherished Christmas gift for those on your 
list (and for yourself)! It provides a dra- 
matic accent for the dining table or other 
table . . . mantel or window sill. Brilliant 
triple plated brass lines contrast with a glossy 
black plastic planter box. The simple modern 
lines express distinction. Leakproof black con- 
tainer won't rust, peel or chip. Non-mar leg 
tips. Container: 15” x 444” x 214”. Order 
several to answer your Christmas list .. . and 
one for yourself! Just $3.50 ppd. in U.S.A. 
From Colorific House, 11th Avenue at Ohio 
Street, Evansville 4, Indiana. 


THE FLUOR-AL STAND is a new all aluminum 
stand for growing and display of plants. Ideal 
for African violets or seedlings. Uses fluores- 
cent or balanced fluorescent and incandescent 
lights. Height to top bracket 74”. Floor space 
52” x 20”. Three full size welded aluminum 
trays. Height of lights instantly adjustable. 
Free folder gives full information and prices 
of accessories and stand alone. Complete in- 
stallation with lights and time clock, $135.95, 
by truck or exp. Also 2-shelf model. The 
beautiful, durable FLUOR-AL is the “Aristo- 
crat of Plant Stands.” Harvey J. Ridge, Dept. 
F108, 1126 Arthur St., Wausau, Wis. 


SET OF PRESIDENT COINS — $1. Beautifully 
sculptured likenesses of each President of 
the United States — from Washington to 
Eisenhower—on each of 33 different Coins. 
Gleamingly gold plated, a great collection 
souvenir. Makes history a snap to learn! You 
get a separate coin for each of the Presidents. 
In clear plastic box. You must be pleased or 
money back! Only $1, postage paid. Order 
President Coins Set from Sunset House. 
2684 Sunset Bldg., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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NOSEGAY CONTAINER. For a real old-fashioned 
nosegay effect, arrange small flowers in this 
delightfully different metal lace container. Its 
dainty, delicately designed sloping brim, sim- 
ulating a lace doily, is 8” in dia., water cup 
134” deep. White enameled. Sloping brim 
(above) 201, or Flat top 200, $2.50 ea. ppd. 
Fill one and use as gift! 
“Highlights For Fans.” 
Dorothy Biddle Service, Hawthorne 14, N.Y. 


KEEP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 


Write for free 


Flower Arranging 


Septic Tank Trouble? 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and 
cesspool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks 
up solids and grease — prevents overflow, 
back-up, odors. Regular use saves costly 
pumping or digging. Simply mix dry powder 
in water, flush down toilet. Non-poisonous, 
non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate septic 
tank, cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) 
only $2.95 prepaid. Northel Distributors, 
GF-11, P.O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 40, Minn. 


NEW WAY TO SLEEP! Tee-PJ’s resemble a T- 
shirt, but are over a foot longer. Rib-Knit, 
soft combed cotton. Gives when you move, 
eases up when you relax. No bind, no bunch, 
no chafe, no buttons, no ironing! Money 
back guarantee! S (34), M (36-38), L (40- 
42). XL (44-46. for weight over 180 Ibs. 
and/or over 6 ft.). $2 ea.; 3 for $5. With 
long sleeves for cold weather $3 ea.; 2 for $5. 
All ppd. Wittmann Textiles, 6505 S. Dixie, 
Dept. 436, W. Palm Beach, Fla. 


HOLLY %, 
REAL CHRISTMAS HOLLY! Decorate your home 
with fresh, choice sprays of glossy, rich red- 
berried English Holly. Boxes topped with 
Mistletoe. Gift card enclosed. Guaranteed. 
Arrival about Dec. 16 unless date specified. 
No. H-2, an armload of Holly, $2.95; No. 
H-3, over 2 armloads, $4.95; No. HG-6, a 
bounty of Holly plus greens, pine cones, and 
variegated Holly, $6.95; No. WR-8, Lovely 
16” Holly Wreath, $4.95; in gold or silver, 
$5.95. All ppd. Bill Zamboni’s Northwest 
Corner Store, Longview 5, Wash. 


THIS IS FOR THE BIRDS! 
feathered friends! 
your garden. 


Remember our 
Keep their lilting song in 
Here’s a feeder that can be 
placed anywhere. Brown steel with clear plas- 
tic hopper. Feeder holds 2 Ibs. Hood 1434” 
across. Tray 9” x 34” deep. 6 ft. steel post in 
3 sections. Ideal gift. Order #0101-A, $5.98 
ppd. Hanging model #0101-B, same size, 
$3.50. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send for free 
catalog of unusual items. Downs & Co., Dept. 
9411A, Evanston, IIl. 


GIVES YOU $100.00 A YEAR Automatically! 
Get Perpetual Date & Amount Banks. 25c a 
day keeps Date up-to-date. Also totals amount 
saved. Forces you to save daily, or Calendar 
won’t change date. Save for rainy day, va- 
cations, car, home, college, payments, etc. 
Use year after year. Pays for itself in 8 days! 
Order several. Reg. $3.50. Now only $1.99 
each; 3 for $5.75; 6 for $11.00. Please add 
10c per bank postage. Leecraft, Dept. FL, 
300 Albany Ave., Brooklyn 13, N. Y. 
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FOR DOTING MOTHERS & GRANDMOTHERS! She 
will wear her heart on her wrist when she 
encircles it with our Boy and Girl Silhou- 
ettes, each 34” across, and each engraved 
with a child’s name and birthdate. They 
proudly proclaim the beloved children or 
grandchildren. Choice of Sterling Silver or 
12K Goldfilled. Each personalized silhou- 
ette $1.10 ppd.; 7144” chain bracelet $1.10 


ppd. SUE ALLEN, 58-FS Buffum St., 
Lynn, Mass. 





The Best in House Plants 


BUELLS 
Hybrid 


GLOXIN IAS 


From America’s leading hybridizer you can get 
plants or tubers that will produce immense 
blossoms over delicate velvety-green foliage. A 
treasure no home should be without. Will bring 
pleasure to your window garden or green- 
house for years. 


© e_¢ 

Hybrid Gloxinia Plants 
in 2%” shipping pots. Assorted col- 
ors only—no choice. 2 for $1.85; 6 $] each 
for $4.75; 12 for $8.50. ppd 


Gloxinia Tubers 


plump, healthy, large size tubers. 
Selected for color and size of flower. $] each 
Reds, Pinks, Variegated Purples and 
Variegated Pinks. (State which) only ppd 


Buell’s African Violets 


We are one of the largest growers in the east—over 


200 varieties offered in our catalog. 

SPECIAL OFFER “B” $975 
ppd. 

Free Catalog on Gloxinias, African Violets, seeds, leaves, 


3 African Violet plants—assorted dou- 
ble varieties (our choice) only 

books, soil, other house plants from America’s teading 

hybridizer. Write for your copy today! 

ALBERT H. BUELL 


Dept. M-811 Eastford, Conn. 





FREE Handcraft Plans 


It’s easy to make these items: 


TRELLIS STEP STOOL BURGER PRESS 
TOY BOX SPICE RACK PLANTERS 
LAMPS WEATHERVANE MONOGRAMS 
PULL TOYS CHILD’S SWING BIRD HOUSES 


PLUS many other easy to use plans, whether you 
own a shop full of power equipment or just a 
coping saw. All of these, just to introduce you to 
America’s newest and most exciting magazine . . . 
The WORKBENCH ... . chuck full of homecraft 
and do-it-yourself ideas. 

Issued every other month, 35c a copy newsstand 
price, $2.00 a year by mail. Send just $1.00 for 
10 months (5 issues) today. If you're not com- 
pletely happy with first copy, your money back 
promptly. 


727 Handcraft Bldg. Kansas City 11, Mo. 
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COACHELLA VALLEY’S UNSURPASSED DATES. Fresh 
tree ripened dates — choice naturals only. 
Naturally and organically grown. Unsulphured 
and untreated in any way — thus retaining 
those Oh So Important vitamins and minerals. 
Perfect for holiday gifts. Welcomed by all. 
2 ibs., $2.25; 3 Ibs., $3.30; 5 Ibs., $5.25. 


15-lb. flat, $10.50. Prices include postage. 
Mail anywhere in United States or Europe. 
Add 15c per pound for foreign shipment. 
Ara-Lil Date Paks, P.O. Box 1673, 
California. 


Indio, 





NEW PEN WRITES IN Glamorous Ink $1. Sign 
your name in Gold with this new ballpoint 
pen! Actually writes with gold ink. Your 
signature will have a rich metallic look. 


Wonderful for greeting cards, thank-you 
notes, gift checks, Christmas cards. Guar- 
anteed or your money back! Gold pen with 
quick-change Red and Green cartridges for 
only $1, postage paid. 3 extra Gold refills, 
$1 a set. Order from Carol Beatty, 2673 
Beatty Building, Culver City, California. 





Source List for 
Prefabricated Greenhouses 


(Continued from page 21) 
Aluminum Greenhouse 
14615 Loraine Avenue 
Cleveland 11, Ohio 
Lord & Burnham 
Irvington, N. Y. 

Texas Greenhouse 

1507 W. Rosedale 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Yoho & Hooker 

Box 1165 

Youngstown, Ohio 
Metropolitan Greenhouse Mfg. Corp. 
1855 Flushing Avenue 
Brooklyn 37, N. Y. 

Waldor Greenhouse 

Box 188 

Salem, Mass. 

Sturdi-Built Mfg. Co. 

11304 S. W. Boones Ferry Rd. 
Portland, Ore. 














FOR YOUR CAT-OWNING FRIENDS the perfect gift 
is Cats Magazine. Each month it’s filled with 
news, stories, helpful articles on care and 
health, poems, pictures . . . all about all 
kinds of cats. Standard magazine size, it will 
please every cat lover twelve times in the 
year. Send only $3.50 for the first one-year 
subscription, only $2.50 for each additional, 
including your own if desired. Gift card and 
December issue will be sent to arrive just 
before Christmas, or earlier if you specify. 
(Sample of current issue sent on request— 
35c.) Cats, 288 House Building, Pittsburgh 
22, Pennsylvania. 





CHRISTMAS CARD “TREE”—$1.25. Display your 
Christmas cards to best advantage. As each 
card is received, simply tuck it in a slot of 
this Tree—soon you'll have a bright, gay 
array of “branches.” Tree twirls around so 
friends can see them all. Holds 50 cards and 
more! Green plastic Tree, golden base and 
top star. It’s a foot tall! Guaranteed or 
your money back! Only $1.25, postage paid. 
Order Card Tree from Sunset House, 2683 
Sunset Bldg., Beverly Hills, Calif. 





A PERFECT GIFT for indoor ati “The 
nies Book of Greenhouse Gardening” 
answers hundreds of questions on every 
phase of buying, locating, and equipping a 
greenhouse. Shows how to control tempera- 
ture, light, get rid of pests and disease, 
make plant food, etc. Over 250 how-to-do-it 
illustrations. By Henry T. and Rebecca T. 
Northen. $6.50 ppd. Send check or M.O. to 
The Ronald Press Company, 15 E. 26th St., 
New York 10, N. Y. 





Midwest Greenhouse Mfg. Co. 
3210 N. Troy 

Chicago 18, Ill. 

Redfern’s Prefab Greenhouses 
3248 Los Gatos Highway 
Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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50 YARDS OF FINE SATIN RIBBON 44€ Here's a real bargain fot you! 
Fifty yards of beautiful acetate satin ribbon, in 12 flower-fresh colors, for 
only 44 cents! You'll use this wonderful ribbon for gift wrapping, hair 
bows, sewing, hanging decorations and countless other uses! 7/16” wide. 
Choose white, pink, light blue, royal blue, light green, emerald green, or- 
chid, red, yellow, cocoa, silver or gold. 


No. $331 Satin ribbon, 50-yd. roll... 
Special! If ordered with any other item on this page... 


Walter Drake poys the postage 


SANTA AND HIS REINDEER FOR YOUR LAWN. Let Santa and his 
reindeer ride across your lawn for a sparkling touch this Christmas! This 
wonderful set of durable weatherproof plastic is gaily painted in full colors. 
Easy to put up — just push each of the five staked pieces into the ground. 
Standard set stretches out more than five feet; each piece about 12” high. 
Giant lighted set extends 8 to 10 feet, stands 2242” high; complete with 
outdoor cord and socket set, bulbs and metal reflectors on each piece to 
light it dramatically from below. 

No. X699 Standard Santa Set............__.................. 

No. X700 Giant Lighted Santa Set...» 

Walter Drake pays the postage 


CHRISTMAS 
CARD VALUE! 


Beautiful Christmas 
cards in full color, 
in the popular new 
slim style. You get 
an assortment of 
traditional Christ- 
mas designs in every 
package. This num- 

oe ber of cards would 
cost from $2.00 to $4.00 or more if bought separately in stores — but 
they're yours for only $1.00! 40 slim cards, complete with envelopes. In 
protective, re-usable pliofilm bag. 
No. X689 40 Slim Christmas Cards... 
No. X664 50 Regular Shape Christmas Cards. 


Walter Drake poys the postage 
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HUMAN 
SKELETON 
MODEL 
is a 1/6 scale model 
of a 6-foot man, in 
sharp, accurate de- 
tail — ideal for doc- 
tors, nurses, artists, 
students. Unbreaka- 
able plastic in natu- 
ral bone color. Ana- 
tomical charts in- 
cluded; locate and 
identify bones from 
front and back 
views. Joints move 
—can be put in 
standing, running, 
sitting and other postures! Parts snap 
together — no gluing, easy to assem- 
ble. Invaluable for study, fascinating 
for scientific-minded youngsters, a 
conversation piece that holds interest 
for hours, an arresting stopper in dis- 
plays. 
No. R690 Skeleton Jiffy Kit $1.98 
(assemble in 15 minutes) 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


ELECTRIC FIREPLACE 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


makes a perfect background for 
your Christmas ornaments! Stur- 
dily made of 3-ply fiberboard 
and realistically printed in five 
colors. The three-dimensional 
logs look real, and there is a 
“flame maker” to simulate the 
flicker of dancing firelight. And- 
irons, fire tools and scuttle are 
printed. 39” wide, 38” high;, 
easy to assemble. Complete with 
light bulb and UL approved 
cord. 


No. X703 
Electric 
Walter Drake pays the postage 
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Chop-n-save 


the fast easy way 


order by mail from (Valter Drake & Sons 


1611 Drake Bidg., Colorado Springs, Colorado 


FAST SERVICE — We ship your order within 24 hours after we get it! 


We pay the postage. 


GUARANTEE — All merchandise from Walter Drake & Sons is sold on a money-back guaranree. 


You may return any item for a cash refund if 


12 RARE JUNGLE BUTTERFLIES. A dozen 
vivid butterflies imported from tropical jungles, 
ready to mount and frame or to decorate lamps, 
curtains, trays, table-tops and handcraft. Fasci- 
nating beauty for nature-lovers and students 
Gorgeous specimens up to 3” across, processed 
to lie flat. 12 butterflies in each package, all 
different. 

No. R710 Jungle Butterflies, set of 12..$1.00 


Walter Droke poys the postage 


SPRAY-TRAC GIVES INSTANT TRACTION 
on ice or snow. Never get stuck again! When 
wheels spin on ice or snow, just spray Spray- 
Trac on the rear tire treads and drive away 
easily. Spray-Trac temporarily softens the tire 
tread, without harming the tire in any way 
After a few minutes the rubber hardens back to 
its original condition. You get instant traction 
on even the slickest ice! One pint squeeze-bottle 
lasts most drivers all winter. 
No. H835 Spray-Trac, pint 


Walter Droke pays the postage 


SAF-VUE DE-ICER FLUID. Just squirt Saf-Vue 
on your windshield and turn on the wipers. Ice, 
snow and frost melt away in seconds—and new 
ice just can't form where Saf-Vue is! You need 
never again be blinded by sleet or ice — just 
keep a bottle of Saf-Vue in the glove compart- 
ment. Prevents fogging when used inside; re- 
moves frost from all glass surfaces. In unbreak- 
able squeeze bottle. 
No. H156 Saf-Vue De-Icer ‘ 
Special! If ordered with any other item 
on this page piel 
Walter Drake pays the postage 


$1.50 


$1.00 
79¢ 


SNOW-DOZER ENDS SHOVELING SNOW! 
Why shovel snow? It’s much easier and faster 
to-push it out of the way as highway crews do! 
Snow-Dozer slides on sleigh runners, handles 
even the heaviest snow. Just push it as you push 
a vacuum cleaner. 16” steel blade, 54” no-stoop 
handle. Snow-Dozer easily clears irregularities 
in sidewalks and flagstones — just lower the 
handle slightly to raise the ‘dozer blade and go 
on your merry way! Weighs less than five 
pounds. 

No. H836 Snow-Dozer 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


MAKE-BELIEVE KITCHEN is just the right size 
for make-believe cooks! The range and sink are 
over 2 feet high; refrigerator is over 3 feet high 
Refrigerator has “freezing” compartment, lots 
of shelf space and door shelves. Range has 
knobs for “burners” and oven, pull-out drawer, 
“clock-timer” and look-in plastic oven window. 
The sink has a plastic lift-out tray that really 
holds water; simulated drain and faucets; two 
doors, with shelves inside. All are made of 
sturdy fiberboard. 

No. 7730 Make-Believe Range : 
No. T731 Make-Believe Refrigerator 
No. T732 Make-Believe Sink 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


$4.95 


$3.98 
$4.98 
$4.98 


it fails to live up to your expectations 


FREE CATALOGUE sent with each order or on request. 
Shows hundreds of other useful items for home, garden, gifts, 


PLEASE 


j Walter Drake & Sons 


WE SHIP WITHIN 24 HOURS! 
GUARANTEE: Your money back 


PRINT 


1611 Drake Bidg., Colorado Springs, Colorado i 


l Stock No. 


ADDRESS 


ZONE 
Please—ano C.0.D. it 


Colorado residents add 2% soles tox. 


Pleese edd NOTHING for postage 
STATE Welter Drake peys the postage. 


costs you ot least 50c extra and mokes more work for us. 
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IT MAY SOUND SILLY to start talk- 
ing about staking tomatoes at this 
time of year, but silly or not, that’s 
just what I’m going to do. 

The beginning of this “Odyssey” 
goes back to last spring when it was 
just about time to set out plants. The 
evening shift was planning the com- 
ing garden. I asked the annual ques- 
tion. “Shall we try staking our toma- 
toes this year?” Getting a “Yes, let’s 
do” answer, I knew my work was cut 
out for me. 

We had been staking tomatoes 
about every other year. Always dis- 
gusted with the results we'd try letting 
them go without staking and then 
were equally disgusted. I’ve tried 
straight single poles or stakes. I found 
them hard to drive, especially to get 
them straight and a uniform height. 
Later they became top-heavy and 
about half of them toppled over. I 
tried bracing. I tried running a top 
board along the row. I tried rectangle 
braces at the top. 

All of this looked like “shanty 
town” and it didn’t satisfactorily do 
the job. So when I heard that we 
were staking our tomatoes this year I 
knew I had to do some inventing. 
After a few moments of “ceiling gaz- 
ing” the lightning struck and I went 
to the basement. 

Probably within ten minutes I re- 
turned to the living room to display 
for approval or criticism the first 
working model of the “Tillotson 
Amalgamated All-Purpose, All- 
Weather, Scientific, Almost Ever- 
lasting, Pyramidal Tomato Stake.” 

It needs such a resplendent name to 

overcome the stigma of its lowly 

origin from the scrap pile. 

Having passed inspection at home 
I took it to the office the next morn- 
ing, and again it was enthusiastically 
received. Modesty prevents me from 
saying “acclaimed,” but I did have re- 
quests or “orders” for some of them. 
So the factory went into production. 

It was too late to pass the informa- 
tion along to our readers this past 
season. Besides, I wanted to be sure 
how the stakes would perform under 


48 


actual garden conditions. This morn- 
ing they are still standing upright in 
the same straight line as when they 
were put out last spring. I might add 
that we had more severe than usual 
winds, that took limbs, tops out of 
trees, etc., but the stakes held upright. 

Every woman knows the priceless 
worth of her scrap bag, and men 
equally value their workshop scrap 
pile. So I am telling you about this 
NOW, so you can “garden” this win- 
ter and be prepared for next season. 

The base is an empty fruit box from 
the grocery store, with the bottom 
knocked out,—the kind that grapes, 
pears and other fruits come in. While 
they vary slightly in size, they run 
about 14 x 18 or a little less and are 
about seven inches deep. 

From some scrap five foot long one- 
inch boards I ripped out strips one- 
half inch wide. Standing the box with 
the bottom knocked out on end on the 
work bench, I made an “A” with a 
pair of the strips, with the ends ex- 
tending six inches below the box. The 
tops were swung together so they cen- 
tered with the middle of the box end. 
The strips were nailed on and the 
nails clinched. The same was done on 
the other end. Then setting the box on 
its legs on the floor, I bent the four 


THE TILLOTSON 
AMALGAMATED 
ALL- PURPOSE, 
ALL- WEATHER, 
SCIENTIFIC, 
Al MOST 
EVERLASTING, 
PYRAMIDAL 
TOMATO 
STAKE’ 


strips together at the top, criss-crossing” 
them wigwam style, and fastened them] 
together with a piece of wire. 

After making a number of these 
set them out in a straight row. Where™ 
the ground was soft enough, I could™ 
shove the legs down by stepping on 
the box ends. In other spots, I loos- 
ened the dirt by sticking a tiling spade 
in the ground at the corners and work- © 
ing it back and forth a few times. 

When the plants were set, I 
mulched with dried grass clippings in © 
the box, sprinkled chlordane to dis- 
courage unwelcome pests, fertilized 7 
with a handful of 10,10,10,—and 
soaked with the hose to resettle the 
dirt. 

Never have we had as many or as 
nice tomatoes as this past season. They 
literally hung in clusters like huge 
bunches of grapes. 

While I didn’t do so, one could 
treat the legs to withstand rot longer, — 
and stain or paint the tops to dress 7 
them up pretty. If one does not have 7 
the scrap lumber, it is well worth 
while to buy a few pieces, for these 
are very economical of materials. 

Let me stress picking up your 
boxes at this season. In the spring, 
everyone is after them. Otherwise, 
you'll have to buy your material to 
make the bases. You can wait until 
ready to use them to assemble; how- 
ever, they will nest pretty well. 

For morning glories, I made one 
from seven foot pieces, and the legs 
on this are eight inches below the box. 
This has been a big oval top mound 
with a mass of heavenly blue bloom 
until nipped with frost. 

In case you don’t have a small 
power saw, undoubtedly you can pre- 
vail on a friend to rip out your pieces 
in exchange for a few finished pyra- 
midal stakes. While I gave a number 
of them away, I believe if one wanted 
to make a little money on the side, 
they could easily be sold at a nice 
profit.—J. E. T. 


Opposite Page — Orchid cactus or 
epiphyllum variety ‘Conway's Giant.’ 
See article on page 13. 
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Hailed as the Apple Sensation of the Century by Horticultural 
Authorities and Fruit Growers! Never, they say, apples more beauti- 
fully shaped, brilliantly red, or delicious! Starkrimson Delicious Trees 
are hardier, bear years younger, bigger crops every year—TWICE 
AS MANY APPLES as Delicious in the first 10 years. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to grow this “Apple of the Future!” Demand 
terrific! Supply limited! Rush COUPON for complete details in 

the 1959 STARK BRO’S FREE CATALOG NOW! Awarded Plant 
Patent 1565 by U.S. Government. 


64 Big Pages— 
245 Color Photes 


Stark Bro’s 


FRUIT TREE & LANDSCAPE 


‘A al \ | ho he LOG 


New Mirocke FRUIT-SPUR TYPE Apple Tree Es . 


STARKRIMSON DELICIOUS®, Bisbee Sirein pe 
Sepply is Very Limited. Order Forty! | 


MAIL COUPON BELOW 


See—FREE—the dramatic difference between ordinary nursery 
| stock and Stark Bro’s Exclusive Leader Varieties of Fruit Trees 
} and Ornamentals in this natural-color 64-page Catalog! Be amazed 

at the 418 outstanding varieties of U.S. Plant Patented and Trade 

Marked Fruits including Starkrimson Delicious Apple . . . gorgeous 

Roses, Flowering Shrubs, Vines. Contains valuable landscape 
|| planning guide. Stark Bro’s 143rd year! Send coupon for Catalog! 


See Difference Between Ordinary “Dwarfs” 
and the Exclusive Leader Varieties of 


STARK DWARF FRUIT TREES 


Ideal for “‘vest pocket” home 
orchards! Glorious Apples, 
pears, peaches are just as big, 
as fine in every way as fruit 
grown on full size Stark trees. 
Just reach up and harvest! 
Ornamental ...ideal for hedges, 
borders. Get all the facts in the 
new Stark Catalog! It’s yours 
FREE!—Just mail the coupon. 


new cient STARK ROSES — IMPORTANT votes 


Be stunned by the newest Stark Rose Amazing Luther Burbank 
achievements in full color. Stark Ever- Fruit Creations which we 
bloomers bloom First Summer! See these introduced to the world are 
prizewinnersandalltheold-timefavorites. obtainable ONLY from us, %, ‘ é 


ay 3 TURN SPARE HOURS rx $3,406,62 in 
——<arveamarrema———! STARK BRO’S into tasy casn, Gst2000 Qsoaetine 
Zone____State__ NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. Full time, spare time—it's easy Idaho earned Kelly Six of Michigan 


Making Sales Plans and FREE Demonstrat to make lots of money taking $5,720.08 last year  #dded $3,406.62 to his 
teen Jbrw tod ~ Box 2259, Louisiana, Missouri orders for Stark Bro’s nursery writing orders for year’s income writing 

ah teat a to teat hie Largest in World — Oldest in America stock. Check for FREE money- Stark Bro's in his orders for Stark Bro’s 
ne eee Ges Gee Chee aD GD Gee GED GED OD GED Ge oes ee a 9 making kit. No obligation. spare time. in his spare time. 








